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 Welcome to this Lenten Devotional and Study Guide, exploring 
the second half of Mark’s Gospel. The intention is that it has plenty of 
scope to be used to instigate good discussion and conversation in your 
Small Groups, Bible Studies and Housegroups as well as having 
sufficient stimuli for personal reflection as a devotional if you are 
working through this on your own.  
 You will find prayer pointers on page 18 along with some songs for 
worship and an original Good Friday Meditation from the perspective of 
the Centurion. There is a Bibliography for further reading. 
 Recipes for sharing with friends and family are found on page 16. 
These are from people I have shared in ministry with, having great 
affection for them. I do hope you enjoy making and sharing this feast! 
 The second half of Mark’s Gospel falls under the shadow of the 
Cross, as indeed this season follows that pattern of progression 
towards the inevitable Crucifixion of Jesus. We will look at the drama 
and impetus for an active faith that this brings with it. “Now is the 
Time” continues the missional imperative and immediate need for 
action as people of the Gospel. Mark, writing in a time of the 
persecution of Christians after the fall of Jerusalem knew that time 
was short and life was precious. So too do we.  
 The guiding texts for the series are: 

Now is the Time to Discern   Mark 8:14-21 
Now is the Time to Commit  Mark 8:27-30      
Now is the Time to Ask   Mark 10:35-45* 
Now is the Time to Believe  Mark 9:14-29 
Now is the Time to Engage  Mark 14:1-26       Not part of preaching series 

Now is the Time to Surrender  Mark 14:32-43 
Now is the Time to Arrive  Mark 11:1-11* 
Between the Hours of 3 and 9  Mark 15:21-41     Good Friday 
Telling the Time    Mark 16:1-14* 
Time to Act     Mark 16:14-20*    *Not part of the study guide  

May God’s Blessing be upon you. 
 With Love  

Introduction 
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Welcome 

 Start by choosing and eating some bread. How many different 
types of bread can you list? What do you look for when deciding on 
which bread is the right one? 

 Take time to pause, worship and pray before moving on.  
See page 18 

Time in God’s Word 

Please read Mark 8:14-21 from your own Bible. 

 It’s a sad time when you go to make your sandwich and the last 
slices of bread have a green mottling around the edges. It’s an even 
worse time when you don’t spot the mould and take a good, 
restorative bite. The woody, base notes of mould destroy the whole 
experience. I don’t suppose mould had much time to set in when Jesus 
was telling his stories. He used ‘yeast’ as a symbol for the evil that 
corrupts and works its way into everything with an unseen persistence. 
(See Hiebert in Hughes p.417) The making and eating of bread was 
important throughout Scripture. Earlier in Chapter 8, Jesus 
miraculously multiplies bread for the 4000 and in Mark Chapter 6, 
Jesus similarly feeds the 5000. 
 Reflect on these passages. Note the number of leftovers and 
how they are collected.  

 Then consider the disciples forgetting to ‘bring bread’ onto the 
boat where Jesus is with them. What are your thoughts? 

 The disciples had been with Jesus through both of these miracles 
and had witnessed his position as Lord over creation. Donald English in 
his commenatary on Mark’s Gospel is generous to the disciples in 
pointing out that; “we could be critical of them except that we so 
often are equally dull and blind” P.154. 
So often, we also need the lessons of trusting IN Jesus to be spelt out 
again and again until we truly absorb them.  
 What is the hardest thing that you have had to master? It could 
be an exam or a test that took a few times to pass, a dish that needed 

Now is the Time to Discern 
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several goes to be perfected or a theory or concept that just wouldn’t 
connect up in your brain. Even how to work your phone! 

 When we don’t put what we know into practice, it wastes away 
and is useless to us. The disciples knew about Jesus’ power. He had 
taught them through these miracles of multiplication that the lack of a 
loaf of bread was a tiny thing to him. Jesus still had to caution them 
about the influence or ‘yeast’ of the Pharisees destroying their faith 
and knowledge about God. 
 What is something that you have lost the ability to do through 
lack of using it?  
 Maybe there’s a skill or maybe a spiritual gift or understanding 
that has been unused for so long that you have forgotten about it? 

 Note down your reflections and pray about an opportunity to 
use them and learn to enjoy them again. 
  

 This brings us back to mouldy bread. Jesus himself is bread to be 
'feasted on’ by the whole world (Hughes p.187). Our tendency can be 
to seek elsewhere for things to fill us up. Old bread from the depths of 
the bread bin… unfit for consumption and yet becomes the object of 
our meal instead of the good nourishment of Jesus. The disciples 
missed the point of Jesus’ presence because they were still reliant on 
what they had to hand. 

Now is the time to… 

 Note down the truth of who Jesus is. Lord of all. Son of God. 
Lord of Creation etc… 

 Tell your stories of precious faith moments to your friends.  
For the disciples, these were the feeding of the 5000 and the 4000. For 
the Hebrew people it was the stories of escape from Egypt and manna 
in the wilderness. Stories of God working in acts of power for us.  
Note down your stories and share them aloud with a friend. 

 Let bread be a reminder that earthly feasts are good, but 
heavenly feasts are fulfilling.  
While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is 
my body.” Mark 14:22 NIV 
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Welcome 
 What are you known as? Your full name? A nickname? The son, 
daughter, parent, grandparent, brother or sister of someone? Does 
anyone consistently mix you up with someone else or persist in 
calling you by a name not your own?  
   Take time to pause, worship and pray before moving on.  
See page 18 

Time in God’s Word 

Please read Mark 8:27-30 from your own Bible. 

 Wearing face-coverings has reduced our ability to easily recognise 
someone. It has certainly reduced my ability to know each member of 
my congregation by name and is frustrating, as I believe that everyone 
deserves to be known and recognised. Here, we are half way through 
Mark's Gospel and Peter is able to recognise and identify the truth of 
who Jesus is. And this is Good News! Because, as my Grandad would 
say, “if he can, we can”. Of course, Peter will then want to guard 
Jesus and keep him safe, see verses 31-38, but Jesus will work that 
through with him too. 
 Jesus initiates the conversation in verse 27. Take note of who it 
is that he asks of. The ‘people’ are a faceless, nameless mass. The 
‘people’ are ones who speak without needing evidence or without 
owning the consequences of their views. 
 The disciples have categories which describe them as ‘some’. 
Again, not ‘Mildred Boggins’ or ‘Harvey Legume’ but ‘some’. The 'some 
people' are wrong but not a million miles away from the truth.  
 Look at verse 28.  
Consider the different identities that are being put onto Jesus.   
Think about why they might have occurred and why it matters that 
Jesus’ identity is understood wrongly. 

 Jesus brings the focus to a person: Peter, who is willing to own his 
opinion and be recorded forever for it. Peter and Jesus have an 
exchange which leads us away from ‘people’ with their gossip and 
rumour.  

Now is the Time to Commit 
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“But what about you?” He asked, “Who do you say I am?”  
Verse 29a NIV. 
 Before we allow Peter to get his answer out, within the space of 
the same verse - and without missing a beat if we pay attention to 
Mark’s breathless pacing, let US pause here and ‘blurt out’ our own 
gut reaction to this question, even if we aren't sure what it means… 
Jesus, you are… 
 Now read aloud Peter’s response in verse 29b. 

 There are all manner of associations with ‘The Christ’ or in some 
translations it reads ‘The Messiah’. Some were cultural expectations 
that had developed independently of Scripture and were based on 
human understandings of freedom and victory. Jesus equates his 
understanding of ‘Messiah’ with the ‘Son of Man’ as described in 
Daniel 7:13-14.  
 Donald English, as ever, is helpful to unpack this, p160; 
 …To use it of himself is not out of keeping with the acceptance 
of the confession of Messiahship by Peter. But it does remove it from 
the dangers of a well-formed popular definition which Messiah had in 
his time. And it allows him to fill Son of Man with fresh meaning, 
perhaps along the lines of Isaiah 53 and the suffering servant as he 
now proceeds to do. 
 What does it mean for you to know the identity of Jesus? What 
does it mean for your church both locally and for the whole world?  
 Reflect on the difference between Jesus’ own understanding 
of who he is and the view of ‘people’. Read Isaiah 53 and mull over 
the significance of a Messiah who suffers. 

Now is the time to… 

 Pray through and reflect on the missional imperatives of this 
text. How can you ensure that you recognise Jesus for who he is? 
 Think about the dangers of re-creating a Messiah for the 
present age.  
 Do you have a story to tell about the time when you, 
personally, committed to seeing and accepting Jesus for who he is?  
 Do you know someone who can tell you their story?   
 Could you make a phone call or arrange to have coffee with 
them to talk about faith? Add this to your to-do list for this week. 
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Welcome 

Who do you trust?  
Think of and ponder over times when your trust has been placed 
both well placed and not so well… 

 Take time to pause, worship and pray before moving on.  
See page 18 

Time in God’s Word 

Please read Mark 9:14-29 from your own Bible. 

 Peter is with James and John when they witness the 
transfiguration of Jesus o the mountain and also see Moses and Elijah.  
 Wilmshurst describes the situation; They had seen Moses and 
Elijah, the preeminent lawgiver and the foremost prophet of Israel, 
gone for over a millennium, speaking with Jesus. The luminous cloud 
of the shekinah glory had enveloped them. To top it off, they had 
heard the very voice of God the Father roll from the cloud: “this is my 
beloved Son; listen to him” (9:7). P 209 
 Meanwhile, in the valley the disciples are struggling to bring Good 
News to the father of a boy who is seriously unwell. Here, faith is not 
fuelled by the awe and mystery of the Transfigured Jesus. Faith is 
carried out among the earth-bound reality of messiness and struggle. 
  
Look at verses 14-18 and reflect on the situation. There is 
disharmony, spectacle and hurt. Their faith isn’t showing fruit. 

Reflect on your own experiences of disappointment in your faith. 
What happened to help move you on?  
Who can you call or talk to for help to deal with your situation? 

Loving Jesus, 
Speak the assurance of your care and the healing of your touch 

into the midst of my turmoil and upset.  
May your presence permeate the fortresses of seemingly 

unassailable difficulty and may the oil of the Holy Spirit heal and 
soothe the wounds I have received in the troubles of life.  

I come to you, weak and hopeful as I might. 
Amen. 

Now is the Time to Believe
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 When the situation is described to Jesus, he is frustrated with all 
the people. Why might this be?  
 Think about where Jesus has just been. 
What are the issues that affect the the different people involved?  

 Jesus hears the father’s story in verses 17-19 and meets the boy 
in verses 20-22. As readers of Mark’s Gospel, we expect that Jesus will 
cure him, even though his own disciples and everything else that the 
father had done to this point could not (verse18).  
 Remind yourself of times when Jesus had cured people when 
others could not. What does this tell you about Jesus? 

 Read verses 22-23 aloud. Listen to the two different voices. 
How do these two attitudes challenge you?  
How might they challenge your local church? 

Now is the time to… 

 Look in detail at verse 24. 
Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me 
overcome my unbelief!”  Mark 9:24 NIV 

 We live in a world where faith is diminished and where the power 
of God is not expected to make a difference - even in many churches 
and among many Christians. ‘Believing’ does not mean that we can 
manipulate God into our way of seeing things and ‘getting him on 
board with us’. It does mean that we allow ourselves to be open in 
faith to the God who is able. Jesus is able because, even as a man, he 
is full of faith in God. The father in this account has no expectations of 
God. He has given up. 
 Reflect on how this attitude has affected your faith and the 
power of your local church/denomination. 

 How can fixing our focus onto the face of Jesus change our 
expression of faith? Where is the answer to our doubts, our lack of 
faith and our inability to move into deeper faith? 

 Maybe begin to make a pile of items to denote the things 
where you need Jesus to add strength to your faith.  

 Pray for great faith for your ministers/pastors and the  
decision-makers in your church.
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Something different this week: 

This session is not a discussion for a group meeting, it is an 
invitation - or rather it is an opportunity- for you to make an 

invitation to a friend or someone you wish to know better. 

 Take time to pause, worship and pray, paying attention to  
Mark 14:1-26 in your own Bible.  
See page 18 for prayer pointers and worship suggestions. 

Please think about your friends and the various people you know.  
Who have you not seen for a while?  

 Jesus spends time eating with his friends, followers and 
interested people. He is found ‘in the home of Simon the Leper’ v3. 
Here, he is sharing a leisurely meal. 

 For the Passover, Jesus makes sure he and his friends have a good, 
well-prepared guest room in which to share the important meal that 
will recollect the power of God to Save his people from the slavery 
that their enemies had held them in when in Egypt. 

 Relationships are not always easily maintained. The isolation that 
the Pandemic has inflicted onto us has left deep marks on many of us 
and our willingness or ability to spend time with our friends. Some of 
our relationships have been ‘mothballed’ during this time.  

 Even though there is hurt brewing, Jesus does not send either 
Judas or Peter away from him, rather he keeps them close. 

  

Now is the Time to Engage
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Take them for a meal, visit them with cake or good biscuits, suggest 
meeting for coffee. You could do this as a group or in a one-to-one 
setting. 

Now is the time to… 

 Let people know that they matter to you. 

 Make invitations for coffee or lunch - in your local or church 
coffee shops or at a coffee morning. (Be sensible, stay safe!) 

 Remind yourself of Jesus’ emphasis on personally engaging with 
other people. 

 Phone a trusted friend, your group leader or your minister/pastor 
if you notice that it is harder than you expected to engage with other 
people in person. We may not be able to fix the situation, but we will 
offer you prayer, support and kindness. 

 There must have been some awkwardness among the disciples 
when Jesus ‘called out’ the imminent betrayal. We have a tendency to 
overthink our points of failure and areas of weakness (v 19). These 
disciples who were worried about failing Jesus managed to pull it 
together to share the resurrection story and establish the church. 

 As an encouragement to us all, it is the awkward and the 
overlooked who have the biggest impact in sharing the Gospel 
Message. The Gentile Centurion and the women whom the society of 
the time overlooked would notice the wonder of God’s grace and 
declare it fearlessly. 

Pray for opportunities to engage with other people this week.
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Welcome 

Have you ever been asked to accompany someone to a difficult or life-
changing appointment? It may have been as their advocate or best man/
bridesmaid or as an ‘extra set of ears’. What was expected of you? 

 Take time to pause, worship and pray before moving on.  
See page 18 

Time in God’s Word 

Please read Mark 14:32-43 from your own Bible. 

 Gethsemane is known as the place of olive trees, deep in the 
Kidron Valley. This is the place Jesus descends to from the Upper Room 
to spend time with his disciples. All of them should be praying in 
anticipation of what is to come. Jesus, in full awareness of the horror 
to come is in an intimate and honest time of wrangling with himself. 
The disciples, in the open air, surrender to the pull of their physical 
needs and fall to sleep. 
 Look at verses 32-34. Friends can only go with you so far; 
ultimately the deep business of faith must be conducted between 
us alone and God alone. What are your views on this statement?   
 What reasons do you think Jesus had for leaving the larger 
group of disciples and then Peter, James and John? 
 What do you think was troubling him and ‘overwhelming his 
soul to the point of death?” (Verse 34).  
 
 Donald English describes this time in Gethsemane as; “not a 
drama acted out for the benefit of the faithful. It represents a real 
struggle by Jesus who alone on earth knew what was involved.” p220. 
 Looking again at verses 35-37, we see the earthly and human 
response of Jesus to the spiritual battle that Jesus was engaged in. As 
a man, Jesus is overwhelmed. It is also as a man that Jesus is able to 
commit to the way of the Father.  
 Look at the description of Jesus’ own prayers. What can they 
show us about the nature and purpose of prayer?  
How might they influence the content of our own prayers? 

Now is the Time to Surrender 
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 Wilmshurst points out that “as a man, Christ cried for escape, but 
he desired his Father's will even more”. P. 353 
 This is Jesus’ act of surrender; long before the guards arrive, 
Jesus surrenders himself to God’s will. This can be a difficult concept 
to grasp. The Scriptures have foreshadowed the sacrifice of ‘one’ to 
God, not to appease God but in trust to him. Remember and look 
over the accounts of Abraham and Isaac, the history of Joseph and 
later, Moses. Wilmshurst encourages us to remember 2 Corinthians 
5:21; Galatians 3:3 and Isaiah 51:17, 22. 

Now is the time to… 

 Consider what this means for ordinary disciples. Those like the 
ones left in a larger group. Their human condition matters. So too, 
Peter, James and John for whom the proximity to Jesus placed them 
arguably in a more precarious position. Their failure will show the 
likelihood of the failure of all disciples. That Jesus returns three times 
to find them switched-off and asleep most likely links to the three-fold 
denial of Jesus by Peter only a few hours later (verses 66-72). The 
flesh is indeed weak. Verse 38. 
 Reflect on how spiritually sleeping can leave faithful believers 
open to a ‘stealth attack’.  
Can you recall times when this has happened to you? 

 Complacency in prayer leads to vulnerability in faith. How can 
you ensure that you are stronger than you are today? Who will be 
part of that strengthening system? 

 Hughes observes that “If we truly follow Christ, we will 
experience our own personal Gethsemane.” He then quotes Jesus in 
John 15:18-20. Ponder on the momentous decisions that you have 
made in obedience to God, or ones that are pending. 

 Pray for yourself, because their failure here would not be the 
end of the story of faith for the disciples. They would go on to 
commit to the Way, surrendering, living and dying for the Gospel. 
There is hope in prayer.



14

Welcome 

 Consider how the build-up to difficult events is portrayed in film 
or literature. How, as a looker-in, are you prepared by the build-up 
to live through the difficult or tragic moments.  
What novels or films are you thinking of? 

 Take time to pause, worship and pray before moving on.  
See page 18 

Time in God’s Word 

Please read Mark 15:21-32 from your own Bible and then pause 
before reading on with 15:33-41. 

 The Old Testament Scriptures point towards the moment where 
The Messiah will surrender himself to be crucified. The innocent will 
die on behalf of the guilty.  
 Identify and reflect on several places where you find 
references foreshadowing this in the Old Testament.  
There are many stories and references in Isaiah and the Psalms. 
1.        2. 

3.        4. 

5.        6. 

 Donald English points out that this account is full of Old 
Testament ‘references and allusions’ We are able to note that the 
account is told ‘almost without comment’ from Mark and on p.232, he 
goes on to state; "Mark did not create the elements to pick up Old 
Testament themes. They happened, and were fulfilment.” 
 Think about the nature of Jesus’ crucifixion. Look at each of 
the characters mentioned along with Jesus in the account and  
consider how they help us to appreciate the greater context. 
 Simon of Cyrene, the soldiers, the criminals, the passers-by, the 
religious leaders, the kind observers, the lone centurion, the women. 

Between the Hours of 3 and 9 
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 This is a good moment to remind ourselves of Jesus’ words in 
Mark 8:34-35 NIV 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. [35] For whoever wants to save their 
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the 
gospel will save it. 

 Self-denial has been part of the Lent discipline in many churches 
over the centuries. As we approach the looming cross of Good Friday, 
we are increasingly aware of Jesus’ sacrifice and utter denial of 
himself for the sake of his trust in Father God and God's love for the 
whole world. 
 Pause to think over the things that you hold important. 
Imagine giving each one up with permanent intent.  
Some things will be easier than others.  
 What does/could it mean for you to ‘deny yourself, take up 
your cross and follow Jesus’? 

Now is the time to… 

 Re-read the account of Jesus’ death from verse 33.  
In Gethsemane, we saw Jesus choose the way of the cross. Now, we 
understand why this choice anticipated horror for Jesus.  
 Consider the separation of the Incarnate Son from the Father 
and the Spirit. On the Cross, it is the overwhelming weight of ‘sin of 
the World’ upon Jesus that separated him from Father God. 

 Jesus was crucified at 9am and at noon, ‘darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon’ v33. At 3pm, the ninth hour, 
the final stage of Jesus crucifixion was being completed.  
Reflect on these stages: Jesus cries out: v34. He receives wine 
vinegar: v 36. He cries out and dies: v37. The Temple curtain is torn in 
two: v38. The centurion's proclamation of Jesus’ divinity: v39.  
The women’s unwavering presence is observed and their dedication 
commented on: v 40-41. 
Pray for an increased faith and love for God and for his world. 
 Jesus does not fade into death, he cries out as he dies. It is a 

shout of accomplishment. He is not the victim of crucifixion.  
 Jesus is the Saviour of the world. 
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Here are some tasty treats and meal suggestions to make and share with friends!  

Apricot Squares  
4 oz butter 
2 oz caster sugar 
4 oz plain flour 
Icing sugar for dredging 

For the topping: 
5 oz dried apricots 
6 oz light brown sugar 
2 oz plain flour 
2 medium eggs, beaten 
½ level teaspoon baking powder 
1 tsp vanilla essence 
¾ level tsp salt (optional) 
2 oz shelled walnuts 

Grease and line an 8” square baking tin 

Cream butter and sugar, stir in flour, 
press mixture firmly into the tin 
and bake at 180 C (350 F), Gas 4 for 25 minutes 

Put apricots into a pan with a little water and cook for 15 minutes. 
Drain and chop. 
Mix with other topping ingredients.  
Pour over baked biscuit layer 
Return to oven for a further 25 minutes 

Cool in tin, then cut into squares. 
Dredge with icing sugar 
Enjoy with Coffee and Friends 

A Church Steward's Rice Pudding Recipe proven to win friends and favour 
Ingredients: 
Pudding Rice   6oz   9oz 
Water    500ml   750ml 
Butter   Large Knob  Even Larger Knob 
Sugar    6oz   9oz 
Double Cream  300ml   600ml 
Milk    700ml   900ml 
Nutmeg:    optional 
Method: 
Add the pudding rice to the water, stir and heat till the water is absorbed by the rice. 
Add the butter and stir till it melts, then add the sugar and double cream. 
Add some of the milk so the contents are pourable. 
Pour into baking dish of suitable size. 
Use rest of the milk to swill out the pan, making sure all the rice/cream/sugar mix is 

Time to Share 
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sluiced into the baking dish. 
Grate nutmeg on top if required. 
Place in oven at 120C (fan) for about one and a half hours. 
Serve with more cream or ice cream. (It may be a good idea to share this with friends, 
it is very good - the more friends you have, the greater the quantity required!)  
This Steward would sometimes bring some stewed rhubarb with minimal sweetening to 
offset this dish, or to punish the unwary! 

Chicken and Ham Stroganoff  Serves 4  
12oz skinless, boneless chicken breasts 
6oz raw ham 
1 onion, sliced 
¼ lb mushrooms, sliced 
1oz butter 
1 tablespoon oil 
1 tablespoon tomato puree 
1 teaspoon paprika 
1 green pepper 
¼ pint soured cream or crème fraiche 
¼ pint white wine 
2-3 fluid oz cold water 
1-2 teaspoon cornflour 
Chopped parsley for serving 

Cut chicken and ham into strips. 

Heat butter and oil in a shallow pan and fry meat quickly over a fairly high heat. 
Remove meat from pan and add onions. Cook for a few minutes until soft.  
Then stir in the peppers and then the mushrooms. 
Put the meat back in the pan and cover with wine.  
Cover pan with foil or lid and cook for about 5 mins until the meat is cooked. 

In a basin, blend together cornflour, tomato puree, paprika with water and stir in the 
soured cream. Add this to the pan and stir. 
Simmer for 2-3 mins. Check seasoning. 
Delicious with rice or jacket potato and some greens. 

Smoked Haddock Paté   
  given to the me by a minister’s widow who was an excellent cook & host. 
1 lb smoked haddock (poached in water) 
2 oz breadcrumbs 
¼ pint milk, infused with bayleaf, onion, garlic, pinch of basil 
1 tablespoon mayonnaise 
1 tablespoon chopped parsley 
Seasoning and lemon juice 
Bone and flake the fish, liquidise, adding the milk a little at a time. 
Mix thoroughly with dry ingredients and seasoning. 
Put into a greased dish, and place in a baking tin of water.  
Cover and bake at 160C for 1-1½ hours until firm
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 Please use these resources to help you to pause, pray and worship.  
There are prayers and song suggestions for worship. There are books for 
further reading in the Bibliography, which I have referenced in this booklet. 

Pray some or all of these prayers, developing them according to your  
need or inspiration 
• That God will be present with you in your thinking and reflecting. 
• That God will help you as you look to the Cross of Jesus. 
• For those we love to be enfolded by the arms of the everlasting God. 
• For those who have become distant due to the trials of isolation. 
• For those who have experienced pain of rejection, fear or loss. 
• For those who are seeking to use their every moment for God’s Glory. 
• That we might trust God to set the right time for mission in your local church; 

that we might be attentive to the opportune moments and Holy ways. 
• For our ministers, pastors, preachers and group leaders as they seek to lead well. 

Songs & Hymns: 
• I will Sing the Wondrous Story. F.H. Rawley 
• So Will I. Houston, Fatkins, Hastings; Hillsong Music 2017 
• I am not skilled to understand. Dorothy Greenwell (1873) Aaron Shust 2006 
• In the Cross of Christ I Glory. John Bowring (1792-1872) 
• Were You There When They Crucified My Lord? American Folk Hymn 
• When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
• Lost in Wonder (You Chose the Cross). Martin Layzell 2002 
• How Deep the Father’s Love for Us. Stuart Townend  1995 
• Go forth and Tell, O Church of God Awake! James Seddon (1915-1983) 
• Oceans (Where feet may fail).  

Matt Crocker, Joel Houston & Salomon Lightelm. Hillsong 2013 
• There is a Green Hill. C. F. Alexander (1818-95) 
• The Servant King. Graham Kendrick 1983 

Good Friday Meditation: The Centurion 
With my helmet in my hands, 
I stood on Calvary that day. 
Weighed down by heaviness of heart  
As fear took hold and  
Sucked the spirit right out of me.  

Anxiety rose up within me 
A stifling fog around my soul 
And I watched as Calvary's hill became an  
Insurmountable mountain 
Of unseen dangers and hidden traps.  

Time to Pray & Worship 
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I did not yet understand the gift of Love  
Nor yet the grace that Calvary would bring.  
I did not yet understand the perfect timing  
Of this serving, saving King.  

I stood on Calvary that day, before the darkness came. 
I felt the foreboding in the breeze. 
I prepared the opening in the ground 
For the crucifixion cross to stand. 

I made all ready and then stood guard. 
I watched the hill become a mountain under his burden of the cross. 
I listened and I watched and 
As the dread chill left my heart, 
A new dark fell with awesome power and  
Filled the whole earth.  

The One for whom we had waited, 
Guarding the hill against his followers, 
And whom we had tortured and tormented 
Held his peace with God 
As he showed his Father's kingdom to the criminal.  

Then, with a mighty exhalation, 
He threw out his spirit to his Father's judgement.  
And in that final gasp 
I exclaimed - proclaimed - Him! The Son of God.  

I knew that night would be full of tears 
And that dawn would not come with 
A rising sun. 
And that tomorrow would be empty.  
Motionless. In a held-breath of exhaled anticipation.                     Catherine Hutton   
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When you have dwelt for long enough 
Under the shadow of the Cross of grace 

And you have let it do its eternal work within you 
Then, you may live in the Glory of Easter - 

Confident that the answer to your question is 
‘Perfect Love’
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