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Coming Home 
 In 1996, comedians Baddiel and Skinner along with the British band ‘The 
Lightning Seeds’ wrote and recorded the now iconic “Three Lions” song for 
England’s 96 Euro’s Cup run. Euro 96 was hosted by England in our major clubs’ 
football grounds that year and football fever was everywhere. The song’s chorus 
is an anthem or chant of hope which has been sung by sport fans in hope of 
victory ever since; “It’s coming home, it’s coming home!”  

 This Advent, the UEFA World Cup finals are taking place in Qatar and the 
footballing nations of the world will have their eyes fixed on the matches and 
possibilities of victory. Every time a goal is scored for England, fans will be singing 
“It’s coming home!” There will be fervour and hope that has little to do with the 
Advent of Jesus’ incarnation. 

 The Incarnation itself happened in the middle of the distraction of the 
census. God used what was going on in the world around and ‘at just the right 
time, the Word became flesh and made his home among us’. When the birth of 
Jesus happened Quirinius was Governor of Syria and the census took place ‘of the 
entire Roman world’. We don’t make such grand claims. However, ‘during Advent 
2022, the UEFA World Cup would be taking place in Qatar and everyone was 
focused on their own nation’s team.’  

 With this in mind, we have mined the song and its well-loved lyrics to 
journey with us during this football-filled festive season. After all, the Coming 
Home of Jesus to the world which is His is very much what our message of hope 
and longing is about. As the song cries out for a coming home of the trophy, we 
long for and cry out for Jesus to Come Home - in the nativity, into the hearts and 
lives of our loved ones and into our home town.  

 The Nativity is about us coming home too - to the place where we are 
known and loved. We come home into the presence of God in whose saving arms 
we find the ‘still gleaming’ hope of Covenant Promise. 

 Coming Home is an important motif throughout Scripture. Joshua led the 
people to the new home of the Promised Land. Nehemiah returned home to 
Jerusalem after the Exile to rebuild. Joseph and Mary travelled to their home 
town to be registered. Jesus told the parable of the Lost Son whose father 
welcomed him home with great celebrations. Home matters. 

 As the refrain of ‘it’s coming home’ fills the stadia this Advent, our prayer is 
that the world may have eyes open to the hope of Jesus.  
He’s coming home to your heart. 

 Love, 
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The Warm Up 

 Tell or think about some jokes that you have heard - bearing in mind 
kindness and gentleness…  
Why are some jokes just not right that they be told? What makes a good joke? 

Prayer & Worship   See Page 16 

Read Matthew 3:1-11 
 
The Kick Off 
   In which the thinking begins in earnest and progress is made. 

 It is no fun being the butt of jokes or the cause of derisive conversation. 
Although John ‘the Baptist’ is known for baptising people, his primary function is 
as a prophet of God. He is a wild and intimidating presence. In his commentary, 
Michael Green describes John’s arrival in this way; 

He bursts on the scene as the voice of prophecy. Prophets are a rare breed. 
They had been very rare in Israel for some 400 years. People did not know 
how to handle prophets. Nobody wanted them in their front room. And this is 
usually the way of the church. A prophetic voice is an embarrassment. It is 
rarely welcomed within the walls and plans of the Establishment. So John the 
Baptist operated in the desert of Judea, and became even tougher and more 
bizarre than he had been to start with. P 75. 

 Have a good look at what Green is suggesting. Is the prophetic voice 
ever welcomed? Look at Isaiah 40:3. What opportunities does conducting his 
ministry in the wilderness offer John?  

 What might the differences be between ‘front room conversation’ and 
‘wilderness preaching’? 

 After 400 years of prophetic absence, John’s voice is an old one but 
with a very new message. Look at verses 2-3. Talk about how they point to 
Jesus.  

How might John’s social unacceptability make the arrival of Jesus’ ministry 
easier to take on board? 

Advent 1 So Many Jokes, So Many Sneers 
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 Consider the situations that lead to people feeling uncomfortable. 
Ponder how ‘jokes’ and ‘sneers’ are deployed to distract from the discomfort. 
How is this good and bad? When is distracting in this way a terrible thing?  

 What TV shows or films do you see jokes and sneers being used in this 
way? Which characters are famous for offering ‘cutting observations’?  

 Do you feel more comfortable or less comfortable when jokes and 
sneers are used to distract from the uncomfortable truths being spoken? 

 John’s ministry was unwelcome and unwanted, 
and yet he was very dramatically ‘sent by God’ - 
which is more fully spoken of in Luke’s Gospel, 
chapters 1 and 3. Luke’s focus is on the miraculous 
nature of John’s birth and his earthly relationship 
to Jesus. Matthew’s focus is more on the 
relationship of Jesus to the prophets whom God 
had raised up to speak his truth to leaders and 
Kings. John will challenge Herod about his 
relationships and eventually be imprisoned and 
executed. He is very much in the vein of Elijah as 
Jesus will declare in Matthew 11. In Matthew 14, 
John’s earthly life is cut off at the whim of 
Herodias who persuades her daughter to ask for 
John’s head on a dish as a gift. The opulence and 

immorality of the earthly court of Herod is immediately contrasted in Matthew 
14 by Jesus’ feeding 5000 people in the ‘remote place’. 

 John is not looking to win a popularity vote. He is firstly identified as 
“preacher” and then by Isaiah as “a voice”. He has no home town and is 
unfashionable - see Matthew 3:4. He is a voice that challenges the comfort of the 
religious rulers of Israel; see verses 7-10. He is not to be distracted from his task 
of prophetic ministry and baptism. He is a reminder that the wilderness is a 
place where we can meet God. 

 Consider ‘the wilderness’. The desert place saw the wanderings of the 
Hebrew people as they learned to trust God. Moses, David, Elijah, Elisha, John 
and Jesus would each take time in the desert to meet with God. They would find 

Elijah
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it to be a place where they could discover 
rôle, place, position and courage. 

 Whether it is the beach or the 
moorland, the downs or the bottom of 
the garden, there is an importance of 
the ‘wilderness’ as a place to meet God 
and discover our purpose.  
 What does this or might this look 
like for you?  
 Have you stories you can share 
about hearing God in the wilderness?  

 What have you learned in these times?  

 Are you ready for a fresh experience of the wilderness? 
   
The Corner 

In which the opportunity to really make a difference is played out. 

 The final verse in our selection carries the prophetic weight of Jesus’ 
arrival and purpose. 
Matthew 3:11 NIV 

I baptise you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 
powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 The message of Pentecost is already present in Jesus. His power to utterly 
transform lives will be seen in every encounter he has with the people he meets. 
Repentance is the first step to holy living, in which we see the world through 
God’s eyes and life according to God’s purposes. Jesus and his followers would 
continue to be sneered at and joked about from that time to this. 

 ‘The Holy Spirit and fire’ will mark out the early church and wherever 
revival of God’s people to faithful lives and activity is happening. It is not to 
‘feel good’ - although that is nice! Fire is the passion we have for God and 
working for God’s own glory. The Holy Spirit is the power and the assurance of 
our salvation.  

How will you take your faith and let it fuel ministry to speak and show God’s 
love in your home, group, church, community, workplace, nation?  

Pray for inspiration and courage to stand out from the crowd in your faith.
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Warm Up Limbering up for the session! 

 Think about teams you have supported which have never quite lived up 
to their promise. Why have you stuck with them? If you ‘don’t have a team’, 
mull over why there is such a national enthusiasm to support our national 
football team!  

Prayer & Worship   See Page 16 

Read Isaiah 52:7-10 
 
The Kick Off 
   In which the thinking begins in earnest and progress is made. 

 See below how Prophets begin their work around 800 years before the 
birth of Jesus. Note where Isaiah’s work fits in. 
 It may not quite be ‘1000 years of hurt’, but it is the best part of a 
millennium of cautioning the Kings and rulers of the Kingdoms to remain holy and 
to observe the Covenants made with God which include the Levitical Laws 
concerning true holiness, righteousness and justice. The chart below shows how 
the Prophets cluster around times of disregard for God and the consequent loss 
of God’s protection leading to overthrow and exile and the failing of the 
Kingdoms. 

 
 The hurt that the Prophets experienced was not limited to the length of 
wait for the Coming of Jesus, it was in the policies and practises of the nations 
and their rulers. Where the Law of God prioritised the poor and the dispossessed, 
there had risen a self-satisfaction and an abuse of position which directly 

Advent 2  A Thousand Years of Hurt 
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contradicted the holiness and Godly covenantal priorities of the Law. This would 
inevitably lead to a worldly perspective which did not acknowledge the rule of 
God. The subsequent hurt was the damage done to the people’s relationship with 
God, one another and the world around them. This is the very essence of 
righteousness. Once there is damage done to the people’s righteousness, it 
permeates every part of society and causes hurt. 

 The hurt in today’s society is vast in all respects. List below the areas 
where you note the disconnect between God’s rule and the rule that you are 
experiencing.  

Relationships with God    Relationships between People 

Relationships with the Earth  Relationship with Yourself 

 How might you ‘live righteously’ in such a society? 

 Isaiah acknowledges this hurt and looks to a redemption of the whole 
people of God. Isaiah 52 is the ‘wake up call’, the anthem or chant to energise 
the waiting people:  

52:1 NIV 
Awake, awake, Zion, clothe yourself with 
strength! Put on your garments of splendour, 
Jerusalem, the holy city. The uncircumcised 
and defiled will not enter you again. 

 Zion has a dual meaning: to either refer 
to the geographic mountain of Zion and the 
people living there or to a non geographic 
people who all look to the central area of 
Jerusalem; this is usually to mean the entire 
people of Israel - which would make sense in 
this context as the people who are scattered 
and are belonging to God make the holy city 
their focus once more - this is the locus for 
God’s activity and where they will see God 
act. 

‘ZION’ EPHRAIM MOSES LILIEN 
(1874-1925)
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 The wake up call at the beginning of Isaiah 52 is given the stunning visual 
image in verse 7 from our selection. Linking the mountain of Zion with the arrival 
of the messenger, there is hope. Hope of redemption. After so many failures, the 
messenger, as Motyer in his commentary describes it; “How beautiful they would 
reckon the sight of a lone runner — not a straggle of fugitives betokening 
defeat, but one messenger with a spring in his step! As he comes within earshot 
he shouts: peace, good tidings, salvation, Your God Reigns.” P 419  

 What does hope look like for you when you are ‘in a place of defeat’?  

 How might you be a messenger of hope such as Motyer describes the 
messenger in verse 7? What will this look like in your devotional-life? How 
will this be known by the people you approach? 

 The message of redemption is a future vision of hope, the Lord is ‘just 
behind’ the messenger and the command is to sing out songs of rejoicing (verse 
9). Where hope breaks in, there is a rush of joy which finds its expression in 
chanting and singing!  

 
The Corner 

In which an opportunity to really make a difference is played out. 

Isaiah 52:10 NIV 
The Lord will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 
 This is the move that can be expected. Along with peace, good tidings, 
salvation and the declaration “Your God Reigns!” comes the action of God. God is 
not passive but busy and with sleeves rolled up for action. As a warrior, the 
strength is in his arm (Isaiah 40:10). As a worker, God’s arm is ready for work. 
The people of Zion are those who belong to God from the nations and not simply 
those in the embattled city of Jerusalem of the time. 

 As people of God, consider what work is there for you to do that will 
denote ‘salvation’? This may be something practical which offers hope for the 
people who are enduring hurt in your local area. It may be financial help to a 
charity, project or organisation.  

 As people of God, a song of worship and a prayer of thanksgiving for the 
hope and healing of our hurt is part of the message.  
What song will you sing?  
How will you pray for those who are hurting today? 

If you are struggling with hurts, please talk to your church leader or group-
leader. They may not have a fix, but they will care and offer prayer.
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The Warm Up 

  Recall famous goals or goal 
scorers. It may be a team that you 
played with ‘back in the day’.  
It can be a sport other than 
football!  
If you are stuck, some names to 
conjure with are Pele, Gary Lineker, 
Diego Maradona, Chloe Kelly, 
Ronaldo, David Beckham,  
Harry Kane, Lena Oberdorf.  

You can maybe search them up and watch their famous goals on YouTube. 

Prayer & Worship   See Page 16 

Read Luke 1: 26-38 
 
The Kick Off 

 In which the thinking begins in earnest and progress is made. 
   In England’s World Cup team (at the point of writing), Harry Kane will be 
both captain and striker. The hopes of a victory for England are in his hands and 
at his inspiration. He is expected to score goals. Gareth Southgate as manager 
will train his team and deploy them into the matches, train the team on set 
plays, corner kicks and taking penalty shots. 
 The Angel appears to Mary in her home at 
Nazareth.  Her credentials are that she is “full of 
Grace, favoured one”. This is her nature. Her 
love for God and her desire to honour and serve 
God is within the scope of the Covenant promises 
made with Abraham and reiterated in Jeremiah 
31:33. She has stayed close to God and honoured 
his commands. Mary is from a faithful line of 
descendants - you can find her in the genealogy 
(family line) which also mentions honourable 
mothers in Matthew 1. Gabriel is calling Mary into 
service. She ‘meets the manager’. 

Why is character and integrity important when 
serving on God’s team? 

Advent 3  Mary Meets the Manager 
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 When Mary meets Gabriel, Luke describes the interaction in detail. God 
initiates the meeting in Luke 1:26. There are the specifics of timing and 
reference to Elizabeth’s pregnancy. The exact location of Nazareth is given. Luke 
is not being vague or woolly in his details.  
 Look in similar detail at verse 27. 
 What type of person does Gabriel meet with? 
 What is her relationship status? 
 Are there any character references for Joseph? 
 What is her name? 

 Luke wants his readers to take this account seriously. We might look back 
at the early words of Luke’s prologue, see chapter 1:2-4. Luke has investigated, 
talked with those who had heard the stories and listened, evaluated and then 
prepared his account with an eye to fact. The trustworthiness of Luke as the 
author of the Gospel is key to our understanding of Mary. He has details and 
dates; he is willing to portray Zechariah the priest with far less sympathy than 
Mary, the woman in Nazareth. There is too much giving of fact and bedding the 
account into the cultural landscape of the time for Luke to be writing myth. 
Luke’s gospel is intended to be historical, within the tradition of the times.  
 Why do details matter in an account of this particular meeting? Talk 
about the significance of the interaction between Gabriel and Mary for 
salvation purposes 

 The angel may have arrived unannounced, but the role of host is in Mary’s 
hands. There is some back and forth regarding the greeting in verses 29-30. Mary 
is able to ask questions and challenge Gabriel.  
 Verses 31-33 read like a contract, with Mary’s input in 34 ensuring that 
Gabriel is clear that Mary has not yet had sexual relations.  
 Consider these verses and ponder Mary’s character. How has Mary been 
portrayed to you in the past?  

 Mary is also given information about ‘how’ her pregnancy will happen. 
There will be no sexual intercourse. The Holy Spirit will make the pregnancy 
happen. As evidence for this possibility - bearing in mind that miraculous 
happenings, angelic visitations and prophetic words had been scarce for 400 
years -  Gabriel draws attention to Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  
 Have a close look at verses 35-37. Note the details of the information.   
 What do you think is the most important part of these verses 
 For Mary?  

 For the Salvation of the world? 
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 Mary’s consent to the use of her body and reputation in this way was 
important in that moment and remains important today. The portrayal of the 
Annunciation by Luke avoids any tendency towards viewing Mary as having her 
free will taken from her. This is important in Arminian theology - which is the 
Methodist way of understanding God.  
	 Looking at the Annunciation with an eye to the doctrine of free will, we see 
hope of God’s messenger who knows the full depth of the character of Mary. 
There is hope that she might add her consent to the annunciation. This 
intersection of divine plan and human consent adds further weight to the miracle 
of the Incarnation. God waits on Mary’s response.  
 Verse 38 is Mary’s ‘signature on the contract’ or the moment of her 
‘yes’ to God. She is known by God and she herself trusts God. She agrees to 
be on the team and is ready to do her part.  

 Why is Mary’s ‘yes’ important for Jesus to be the Saviour for ‘all who 
believe in him’.  

 I see Mary as the person on earth whom God asks to join the team so that 
she might score the winning goal. 
 
The Corner 

 In which the opportunity to really make a difference is played out. 

 Mary’s role in God’s team on earth is of huge importance. She agrees to be 
mum for Jesus, Son of God. She has the news of Elizabeth, her famously childless 
older relative who was also promised a baby. It would be Zechariah and Sarah’s 
natural baby, but miraculously conceived after long years of childlessness. Look 
at Luke 1:23-25. Their story of angelic visitation will affirm Mary in her 
pregnancy. We see the full embracing of the affirmation in Luke 1:45-55. 

 How can telling your story help others pursue their calling and live 
obediently for God? Do you have examples, or can you see some 
opportunities?  
 Perhaps you could practise telling your faith story to a friend or 
colleague, or in the group. Maybe your friends will encourage you by saying 
what they find helpful! 

 How has hearing snippets of faith stories spoken by people you know 
helped you to live obediently for God?  

 Pray for opportunities to serve on God’s team. Pray that in signing up to 
his plan, you might live obediently and be an encouragement to others! 

 Pray for all people who find trusting God difficult, even ourselves.  
May all who need some confidence meet many believers who can help to 
build them up in faith.
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The Warm Up 

 What does home look like? Is it a place or people, a 
house or a country?  
 Think about how home makes you feel and how you 
behave once you are there. 

Prayer & Worship   See Page 16 

Read Luke 2:1-7 
 
The Kick Off 

 In which the thinking begins in earnest and progress is made. 

 We are back in Luke’s gospel for this final session and at once, we note the 
detail that places the birth of Jesus in a cultural and historical context.  
Take a look at verses 1-3 and note the details. 

 It is a beautiful moment in history that Caesar Augustus will be the reason 
for Joseph to take his heavily pregnant wife-to-be to Bethlehem and begin the 
fulfilment of the prophecy in Micah 5:2 NIV; 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 Joseph is called to his home for registration. Jesus the Son of Mary, the Son 
of David and the Son of God will be born in the home town of King David. Jesus 
belongs to the earthly line of kings. Home features strongly in the passage. God 
is coming to make his home among people and it will begin in the home of Kings. 
The King of Kings will be born there at an earthly King’s requirement in their 
pursuit of power. 
 Consider the importance of home in the account of Jesus’ birth. Why 
does it matter that Jesus is born in Bethlehem rather than Nazareth? 

 Does the place of Jesus’ birth matter to you?  

 What difference would it make to people of Luke’s time who were 
hearing about Jesus being the Messiah? 

 Coming home is a gift and an opportunity that God offers to all people. He 
is our true home and that God makes his home among us on earth is of huge 

Advent 4  It’s Coming Home! 
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importance for all people. Where we meet Jesus and receive him, we find our 
home, the place of rest and acceptance where we can be secure in our belonging 
as well as secure as he shapes and refines us for the calling and service we will 
live out as Christians. 
Consider how many ways we use the word ‘home’.  
What does ‘home’ mean in each usage? For example ‘home church’, ’home-
made…’ 

 Home is about relationship. Home connects people to the item or person or 
place with significant ties. When Jesus comes to live among us, heaven remains 
his home, but he offers the security of the home and hope of heaven.  

 If ‘home’ is the place where we live most easily, consider the meaning 
of the lines in this Christmas carol: Blessèd Saviour, Christ most holy, In a 
manger thou didst rest; Canst thou stoop again, yet lower, and abide within my 
breast?  (Bonus points if you recognise the carol!) 

 ‘Abiding’ is another word for ‘living’. Here is another carol where the 
invitation for Jesus to live with us is made — this time in the final verse.  
 How important is this to you? Do you see yourself as being a ‘home’ for 
Christ to live within?  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast 
out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the 
great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel.   
(Name that carol!) 

Born into our lives, Jesus is welcomed into our hearts which is the new home.  

 Jesus begins his earthly life in a stable, 
not at home where many of us are taken 
after we are born. Jesus will be the catalyst 
for Mary and Joseph’s home which they will 
make in Nazareth. When we hear the phrase 
‘it’s coming home’, we can easily think 
about Christmas and the pull towards going 
home.  

 Popular Christmas songs ofter 
reference ‘home’.  

List (or listen) to them and ‘mull’ over the sentiments in the songs.  

 Why is coming home for Christmas such a powerful sentiment?   

 Do you go home or are you the home to which family returns?  
 What happens if you move house, or have moved? 
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 What are the important elements of home and Christmas? 

 Why do you think church has Christmas Day Services even when it it 
isn’t on a Sunday? How might this link with  “it’s coming home”? 

 
The Corner 

 In which the opportunity to really make a difference is played out. 

 “It’s Coming Home” is an anthem yearning for victory. For a trophy and the 
celebrations and pride that accompany it. Football is a powerful thing in our 
world! It has the ability to bring people together, to drive wedges between 
neighbours and to drive the hardest hearted people to shed tears at an 
unexpected win or a crushing defeat. 
 Christians have a sure and certain hope that Coming Home will really 
happen this year. I’m not sufficiently corny to re-work the chant to declare; 
“He’s coming home! He’s coming home! Je-sus is coming home!” But here’s the 
thing — I want Him to Come Home. And I so very much want that home to be to 
my heart and to yours. 

 In Robert Frost’s poem, The Death of the Hired Man, he puts the theory; 
‘Home is the place where, when you have to go there,  
They have to take you in.’     ‘I should have called it  
Something you somehow haven’t to deserve.’   

 The debate in the poem is around an ageing labourer who returns to the 
farm after leaving with the owner effectively telling him that if he goes, he’s not 
welcome to return. Mary makes the statements to her husband as Silas, the 
returned labourer sits inside on a hard chair.  

 God has made his home among us in Jesus Christ. Whether we are 
desperate, have made a long journey or simply are unlocking the door after a 
long day — home is our place of acceptance and the place that receives us. 

 Invite someone to share a meal with you, or a coffee and mince pie and 
let them know that you are a good signpost to ‘home’. Find an excuse to 
invite friends, colleagues and neighbours to the carol service, coffee morning 
or Midnight Communion service. 

 Remember that Coming Home is 
the message of Christmas. That there 
is the welcome Father God. That the 
winning goal is scored and the trophy, 
the victory and the crown belong to 
Jesus.  
 We celebrate Jesus this 
Christmas. And we can cheer loudly 
for our own home team! 
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Prayer & Worship    

Prayer 
 Holy God, be with us as we find our way home. You are our companion on 

the way, the destination and the celebration. Help us to think and pray and 
serve you, with an eye on the trophy of your love and the hope of heaven come 
down to earth as our victory. Bless our homes and our loved ones, we pray. In 

the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Advent Candle Readings 
 Week 1 
Reader: John was unafraid to speak God’s truth and to make a way for Jesus.  
  He was unpopular, and lived in the wilderness. 
All:  Let us be bold to speak of Jesus and brave to show where    
  to find him. 
Reader: We light our first candle and ponder on God’s call to us. 

 Week 2 
Reader: The prophet saw hope coming like a messenger running to bring good 
  news to a defeated city. 
All:  The coming of Jesus heals our hurts and offers hope to the world. 
Reader: We light our second candle and let hope rise up. 

 Week 3 
Reader: The angel spoke of Mary’s integrity and how God would honour her. 
All:  May we say yes to the opportunities God places before us 
Reader: We light our third candle and put our trust in God’s plans. 

 Week 4 
Reader: Caesar Augustus called everyone to their home town. 
All:  The King of all the world would be born into the line of Israel’s   
  kings in king David’s home  town. 
Reader: We light our fourth candle and invite King Jesus to make his home in  
  our hearts. 

 Christmas Day 
Reader: The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls. 
All:  Today, we celebrate God’s great victory. 
Reader: We light our central candle for Jesus, our Saviour is here!  

Some Carols & Christmas Songs 

Tell Out, My Soul! 
Joy to the World 
O Holy Night 
In The Bleak Midwinter 
Once in Royal David’s City 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Help From Heaven  Matt Redman 
Angels we Have Heard on High 
O Come, All ye Faithful 
Little Donkey 
Mary’s Boy Child 
Driving Home for Christmas Chris Rea 
I’ll be home for Christmas Doris Day 
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Driving Home (For Christmas) 
Piled high with gifts, the dog stretched out 
with children sleeping, 
The car pulled up next to the house. 
Coming home, arriving at journey's end with 
children to be woken, carried, and placed 
into waiting arms; 
As journeys to and from the car 
Unload the bounty, completing the 
Coming home to this waiting house; 
Making hearts glad. 
Love is cocooned in cosy jackets. 
These Bundles of hope 
Soon Wrapped in arms which have long-
awaited this moment — 
Their emptiness keenly felt. 
Now unwrapped and placed in waiting beds 
Kissed and tucked: 
The promise of tomorrow whispered before 
Sweet, deep sleep descends 

While below, tea is poured 
And warm mince-pies piled high 
While the dog runs amok. 
Stories of traffic and adventures exchanged; 
Presents piled around the tree. 
All is calm and eyes are bright. 

Outside, the stars shine over the moon-lit sea 
A highway of prophetic promise 
Making the heart-soaking connection 
To the starlit hill beyond Bethlehem 

where Angels sing 
The birth-day chorus to shepherds 
Issuing the invitation to come, 
Victoriously humble 
To the happy stable 
Where home is born and gently placed  
With loving kisses in the manger.      by Catherine Hutton 

Festive Food 
 Visits to friends or family go really well when you are armed with a tin of 
home-baking. Share your best recipes with your group and challenge each other 
to make some to share together and some to bless a friend with. These will also 
make great accompaniments for watching football with friends and family: 
 Mince pies, flapjack, chocolate log, shortbread, sausage rolls, chocolate 
torte, Christmas cake, iced biscuits, cheese straws, stollen bites, popcorn, 
caramel shortbread, ginger snaps, parkin, cheesy nachos, truffles, pralines, 
chocolate biscuit cake, mulled apple juice. 
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Your Notes:

Do you know the connection between the  
Jules Rimet Trophy and a dog?
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