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Foreword 
A Community of Witness 

Revd Julian M. Pursehouse (Chair) 

I am delighted, as the Chair of the East Anglia District, to commend this 
bible study resource to you and the churches to which you belong. Whether 
you are engaging with this material as an individual or as part of a house 
group, with a paper copy or electronic media, I trust that it will be a 
blessing to you and will lead to the strengthening of your faith and personal 
witness. 

At the Autumn Synod in 2019 the District enthusiastically embraced the 
above theme as a means to understand our identity as Methodist people in 
this part of the Connexion and to offer us a vision for our continuing 
direction of travel in ministry. The inspiration for this theme comes from 
the Acts narrative, as the Gospel writer Luke tells the amazing story of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church.  
Christ tells his followers that through the enabling power of the Spirit they 
will be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth! (Acts 1:8). In effect Christ is saying that part of our divine vocation 
as Christians and as a Church is to be living witnesses to the story of God’s 
love in Jesus Christ crucified and risen – we share in the self-effacing 
ministry of God’s Spirit by pointing away from ourselves to the reality of the 
good news of Jesus Christ in word and deed. What an amazing privilege and 
responsibility!  

The resource you now possess is one of a number of action points that we 
have taken forward in the life of the District that will enable us to explore 
and embody the theme of being ‘A Community of Witness’.  
Can we imagine a Methodist District in which approximately 6,000 people, 
over a period of time, have gained a greater degree of confidence and 
experience to share their Christian story (in word and deed) in the most 
natural, authentic and irresistible ways!  
Can we imagine how significant this might be for the vitality of our common 
life together? 

I hope and pray that this bible-study resource will be a means of grace that 
will lead to the strengthening of our Christian witness and our shared 
common life in Christ, 

With every blessing for the season of Lent, 

Julian
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INTRODUCTION to the series… 

As Christians, we are called to be a Community which bears 
witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ. 

Although these studies are best shared with a friend over coffee or in a 
small group, they can be used for your personal devotions too. Take time in 
your week to read, think and pray about how the story can shape your 
response to God’s work of salvation.  

Approaching the Bible can be daunting, make friends with a version of the 
Bible that you enjoy reading and don’t be afraid to share interesting bits 
from a variety of Bibles. My favourites are The New International Version™ 
and The Passion Translation.  
Each time we approach scripture, it should challenge us. It may take a 
while for the impact of that challenge to make itself felt, whether in 
understanding, missional activity or life-changing decision. Be patient and if 
you think that you ‘should be doing something’ - talk and pray it through 
with a trusted minister or church leader. 

The main Bible passages for this Study Guide include: 

Lent 1  The Story of Salvation   Acts  22:1-11 
Lent 2  Companions in Salvation  Acts  22:11-25 
Lent 3  Tell Me the Story!    Acts  8:26-38 
Lent 4  Transformed in the Telling  Acts      10:30-44 
Lent 5  The Witness of the Cross   Acts      13:26-42 
Lent 6  We Are Witnesses    Acts  2:22-32 
           Luke  24:1-12 

The witness of these early Christians is significant as they break down 
cultural and religious barriers with their story of God’s love for all.  
However the witness is given, the message is the same:  
Jesus died and rose again for me and also for you. 

These studies are to help equip you to share your story. Your own story 
doesn’t need the vast biblical context such as the Apostles had in Acts in 
order for them to be effective. You need to be yourself and to see where 
God is at work in your life, changing both you and situations through his 
saving love. 
I am grateful to my good friends from around the East Anglia District for 
sharing their stories which are rich and wonderful as they each describe 
God’s transforming grace in lives that we can recognise. 

My prayer is that as you use this booklet, you might be challenged and 
equipped to share your story or indeed to begin your story of faith in Jesus. 

     Love & Blessings, Catherine
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Lent 1  The Story of Salvation
Gathering  5-10 minutes 

What are your favourite stories? Why do you love these particularly? 
Talk together about what makes a good story. 

Pray & Worship     10  minutes 

Sing a hymn or a song which tells a story of God’s work on earth. 

Pray 

 1. That you might see afresh the story of God’s saving love in Christ. 
 2. That you would see your place in God’s story. 
 3. That the stories you share together would inspire. 
 4. That your group/church might make God’s story heard in your   
 local community. 
 5. For all who tell their story of faith in hostile environments. 

For Your Consideration  50 minutes     

Acts 22:1-11  
Please read it aloud from the Bible of your choice.  

Note where the text differs significantly between the versions.  
It can be helpful for understanding to have a few different translations 
to hand, but try not to let the differences in the text become a 
hindrance to your conversations and thinking. 

Paul had returned to Jerusalem where James was the leader of the 
Nazarene community. One of the charges that the Jewish people were 
levelling at Paul was that he was out of line with regard to the faith of the 
people from whom he had come. There were suggestions that he had ‘gone 
rogue’ and wasn’t to be trusted as a teacher of the Jewish faith - this was 
particularly to do with him not requiring a two-phase conversion of Gentile 
people, firstly to Judaism and then to Christianity. This accusation which 
suggested that Paul was an apostate would take away any credibility that 
Paul had with the Jewish people. In conversation with James and other 
elders of the Nazarene community, Paul agrees to accompany 4 others in a 
Nazirite purification ritual in accordance with Jewish protocols. FF Bruce 
reminds us that;  
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Paul was acting in accordance with his own stated policy: “to those under 
the law, I became as one under the law - though not being myself under 
the law - that I might win those under the law.” (1 Corinthians 9:20 RSV) 
p 431 

The main issue for objection came due to Paul’s association with an 
Ephesian Christian, Trophimus with whom he had arrived in Jerusalem. At 
the end of the ritual seven days, Paul was seen in the ‘court of Israel’ into 
which no Gentile (person of non-Jewish birth) may enter. There arose a 
loudly expressed opinion from some who held a grudge against Paul that 
Trophimus was with Paul in the are of the temple which was forbidden to 
him. Bruce comments that; 

If the Asian Jews’ charge against Paul had been justified, he would 
certainly have been guilty of abetting and participating in a most serious 
crime against Jewish law, and one which was bound immediately to 
inflame all the Jews of Jerusalem against him. The Asian Jews were well 
aware of this when they raised a hue and cry against him. P 434. 

Paul is in trouble. He is being set up unfairly in order that his influence 
is either reduced or completely wiped out. 

Do you find yourself tongue-tied or talking non-stop in stressful 
situations? Tell your stories of having to talk yourself out of trouble. 

It is important that the people see Paul as having credibility as a Jew. 
Look at how he comes alongside the fellow-Jews once he is at the top of 
the steps. 

1. He politely & respectfully addresses the Roman commander who has 
him under arrest.  

2. He speaks in Greek and gains his trust. 21:27-40 
3. He is polite and respectful in addressing the people. 22:1 
4. He addresses the people in Aramaic which was the most commonly 

used language among the Jews in that area. 22:2 

Talk about the general lessons we can take from Paul’s example in 
addressing difficult conversations. 

Talk about these 4 points as principles for sharing your story of faith.  

How might you condense the steps into two simple things to remember 
when telling someone or a group of people a story of your faith? 
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1. 

2. 

Look at 22:2-5 in your Bible.  
Talk about the brief history Paul gives in order to demonstrate his 
credentials to the crowd. This is like Paul getting his exam certificates 
and references out for all to see. 

Peterson remarks in respect of Paul’s address; 
‘Listen now to my defence’ does not introduce a formal trial, responding 
directly to the charges made in 21:28, but Paul does seek to persuade his 
audience that his mission is deeply rooted in the world of Judaism and is 
unquestionably the will of God. P 595 

Paul will tell his story with the purpose of demonstrating the place Jesus in 
the history and tradition of the Jewish people. He will show that Jesus is 
relevant and is the fulfilment of prophecy. Even his vision of Jesus on the 
Damascus Road will demonstrate the tradition that he belongs to. It will 
also show that it is due to divine intervention that Paul has had a change of 
heart. 

When Paul refers to Gamaliel, he refers to the best and most respected 
teacher in the Pharisaic tradition. He mentions his zeal for purity of the 
Jewish teaching. He emphasises his old life of persecuting Christians. He is 
truly one of the crowd but for one thing. 

Although Paul’s situation is extreme and precarious, we can draw some 
conclusions from it for sharing our own stories. 
1. A brief outline of your own ‘before’ as it relates to the people you 
are talking with. 
2. Points of cultural reference which do not condemn but that 
engage… 

Spend a few minutes thinking about how you might do this with the 
people in your group. Try out your short background stories on each 
other. These should only be a few sentences each and no one person 
should speak for much more than one minute… 
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Paul, in verses 6-10 describes the moment that he met Jesus. It is a simple 
story of divine revelation and the voice of Jesus challenging him to respond. 

Talk together about a moment when you can point to divine intervention 
in your own life. It may not be a voice like Paul heard. It could be a 
recognition that, during a series of situations, God has had his hand on 
your life. Make a note below of it so you don’t forget. 

You  may well have identified more than one of these moments… Certainly 
Paul can confirm a second moment where Jesus appeared to him in a vision 
in the Jerusalem temple.  
In 22:21 we read the world of Jesus saying; “Go; I will send you far away to 
the Gentiles.” Which is confirmed by Paul’s letter to the Galatians 2:1-2.  

Reflection & Refreshment  25 minutes     

Over a hot cup of your favourite tea and a Jammie Dodger, consider the 
following words of Hansen in Witness to the Gospel: 

So [Luke] portrays Paul as the faithful, orthodox teacher of Jewish 
doctrines. Paul’s church is rooted in Jewish faith since Paul never taught 
anything but the Jewish faith. P 320 

 
What matters most to you about your faith? 

What one thing would you want someone who is outside your faith but 
not outside your culture to know about your faith? 

Who might you share your story with this week? - Even if in some small 
way… 

Pray together for one another as you go into the week ahead. 
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Witness From Around the District 

Revd Barbara Garwood tells her story: 
MY PSALM 

Many Bible versions give each Psalm a heading. In some I have, the heading 
says simply “A Psalm of David”.  If we accept a definition of psalm as “a 
sacred song or hymn” then, as I look at our hymnbooks, there is one in 
particular that I would refer to as “My psalm”. One that reflects my life and 
story. 

I went to one of the first comprehensive schools in England which were 
purpose-built in the 1950s, when they were put forward as ‘the’ way 
forward for secondary education.  Ten form entry: forty pupils in a class: 
seven year groups, including the sixth form – even without trying the maths, 
the total of pupils seems a huge number even now.  The school hall felt 
massive and a few hundred pupils joining for assembly could make quite a 
din. 

Our school hymn was John Whittier’s “Dear Lord and Father of mankind” 
and the head of Music made sure that we sang it according to his 
interpretation: increasing crescendo for “Breathe through the earthquake, 
wind and fire” and diminuendo to a whisper for “O still, small voice of 
calm”.  I doubt that any of us recognised Whittier’s source from 1 Kings 19, 
where it is the small voice that is seen as the authentic voice of God, and 
not the earthquake, wind or fire.  But as someone who didn’t really like 
school that still, small voice of calm became important, especially when the 
going got tough.  Even if, in my lack of total understanding of what ‘church’ 
was trying to show me, and if I didn’t recognise it as God at work at the 
time, I can now look back and see a greater depth - and how those words 
about stillness and calm, gave me hope for the present and future.  And 
that hymn becomes “My psalm”. 

Move forward 40-odd years, and earthquakes took on a whole different 
meaning.  My son and family live on the east coast of San Francisco Bay.  
About 400 yards away, in parkland, it’s possible to stand with one foot 
either side of the Oakland Fault – an earthquake fault that lies parallel to – 
and not far away from – the San Andreas Fault that many people will have 
heard of. Although earthquakes are a risk, and can cause damage, the 
people in California do as much as they can to alleviate that damage.  They 
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construct their homes from wood and children receive lessons in school 
about what to do if there is an earthquake.  They learn to live in their 
shadow, without dwelling on the dangers. 

As I think of my story, I can recognise countless times of standing with one 
foot either side of the figurative earthquake fault line and needing to hear 
the ‘small’ voices through whom God has spoken.  And I’d want to argue 
with my Music teacher and say that it’s the small voice that is the one that 
gets louder – silencing the pandemonium, panic and fear of the difficult 
times. 

From this century, among other experiences I can thank God for his 
presence throughout a difficult ‘earthquake’ time in circuit, when I was 
suffering abuse from within the church and from others on the periphery. 
Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to give people the answers they wanted and 
they expressed their feelings in whatever way they felt might change a 
situation.  The still, small voice here came through a wonderful circuit 
steward – who was also on the receiving end of some of the harassment.  
The steward got us both through it. To quote again from Whittier’s hymn, 
the steward enabled us to continue to try to follow God’s calling, “in simple 
trust”.  And I learned, too, from the Californian’s attitude to earthquakes – 
know what to do, without dwelling on the dangers. 

And I’m also very much aware of the still - perhaps imagining themselves - 
small voices who have helped over the past few months when I have needed 
to find a new way of life, within and outside of the church.  Friends who 
make me laugh. Pastoral visitors from churches who keep regular contact. 
Most of them might have no idea of the impact they make. They do what 
they do because of their faith and trust in God. They have encouraged me 
to recognise his presence. These and others, are the people who remind me 
of God’s grace over many years and keep me singing “My psalm”. 

Barbara Garwood 
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Lent 2     Companions in Salvation 
Gathering  5-10 minutes 

Talk about things that are necessary together - such as fish & chips, 
cheese & onion, Abbot & Costello, James & John.  
 
Why is companionship good? 

Pray & Worship      10  minutes 

Sing a hymn or a song which acknowledges the importance of our  
fellowship as God’s family. 
  
Pray   
 1. Prayers of thanksgiving for those travelling through life with us. 
 2. Prayers of thanksgiving for the companionship of Father, Son and  
 Holy Spirit in our lives and in the world. 
 3. Prayers of thanksgiving for Preacher & Teachers in the faith. 
 4. Prayers of thanksgiving for all who help us stand up when we fall  
 under the pressures of life. 
 5. For a church which is willing to support and strengthen its local   
 community in all the ways it can. 
 6. For your minister and church leadership. 

For Your Consideration 50 minutes     

Acts 22:11-25  
Please read it aloud from the Bible of your choice.  

Note where the text differs significantly between the versions.  
It can be helpful for understanding to have a few different translations 
to hand, but try not to let the differences in the text become a 
hindrance to your conversations and thinking. 

As Paul offers his defence for his faith to the crowd which is angry and 
against him, we see that he doesn’t simply offer a one-character story of 
his personal experience. The faith he describes and the understanding of 
salvation in Jesus that he experienced is rooted in the companionship and 
assistance of others. Here, we see both the companions from his ‘old life’ 
who see the light but don’t hear the voice of Jesus and also we have the 
man, Ananias (12) who is of good reputation among the Jewish people and 
who is described as a ‘devout observer of the law.’ This character-sketch of 
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Ananias is part of Paul’s witness to his faithfulness to the Hebrew Scriptures 
and teaching. He is very keen to show that he is not ‘apostate’ and that his 
experience of ‘The Righteous One’ (14) is in keeping with his tradition. 

Consider Paul’s way of being ‘devout’ in his faith before he met Jesus 
and how that compares with the devotion of Ananias.  
Check back to Acts 9:10-18 to see the divine intervention that persuades 
Ananias.   

Our stories include other people who lend both understanding and 
credibility to our experience of faith. Even the Companions who led Paul to 
Damascus when he was blind would have a story to tell which would confirm 
the truth of Paul’s account. They presumably would be in sympathy with 
Paul’s initial mission of persecuting and arresting Christians. 

Think about how your experience of Jesus will or has had an effect on 
your not-from-church friends, acquaintances and colleagues.  
Think about how they may have helped you in your discovery of Jesus. 
Share your observations with the group. 

We can’t expect everyone to like us or love us as we live out our faith. It 
may be that in order to do God’s will, people not of our own tradition will 
react badly to us. FF Bruce makes the case that this is what had happened 
to Paul; 

Among the provincial Jews, those of the province of Asia were 
particularly hostile to Paul, who had incurred their enmity during his 
three years’ ministry in Ephesus. Among the Gentile friends who came 
with Paul to Jerusalem was the Ephesian, Trophimus, whom these Asian 
Jews recognised when they saw him in Paul’s company in Jerusalem. 
When they later came upon Paul in the temple, in the “Court of Israel” 
discharging the ritual obligations which he had undertaken, they took it 
into their heads that  Trophimus was still with him. P 433  

Their misunderstanding of the situation and their desire to humiliate and 
punish Paul due to their own gripes against him, led straight to them making 
sure a complaint against him was heard by enough people who would react 
to see Paul’s reputation ruined and him brutally abused because of their 
testimony against him.  
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Companions are people who are with us and who are on our team in life. 

Talk about times when your ‘companions’ turned against you or tried to 
discredit you. How did you manage the damage to your reputation?  

Look at how Paul brings in all levels of his orthodoxy to dispute the 
claims against him. 

Why is having a good reputation important as we are witnesses to the 
Gospel? 

How can companions be useful in helping maintain the credibility of our 
witness? 

Paul is demonstrating that his faith is not separate from his religious roots. 
Ananias, his companion in faith is the one who commissions him for the 
work Paul will do as Apostle to the Gentile peoples. Having people who 
were instrumental in out faith journey, who can bear witness to our good 
witness gives depth to our story. Hansen reminds us that; 

Paul’s commission was given to him by one who had not broken with his 
Jewish roots. The Jewish flavour of the commissioning through Ananias is 
also expressed by the messianic title “Righteous One”. P 322  

Who have been your companions in faith who have helped you to come 
to a deeper relationship with God through Jesus; or encouraged you to 
recognise a calling to a new area of service; or prayed with you to help 
you move on in faith and life?  

Why is their story a necessary part of yours? 

Talk about how God helps us through placing people in our lives at the 
right time. 

Sometimes these are life-long companions, sometimes they are passing 
through… 
How did these people come to be in your life?  
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Reflection & Refreshment  25 minutes     

Over a cup of tea or coffee, with a few tasty snacks; consider, 
discuss and pray through the following: 

Any struggles you might have experienced in finding your voice to 
speak about faith when you are feeling under pressure. 

How can you encourage one another to find your voice to speak 
about God. 

How might your companions at church or in your fellowship group/
house-group help you to speak of your faith with more confidence? 

In the space below, write down your full name 

Something interesting about yourself (not faith-related) 

Something about the significance of Jesus’ love for you and how you 
experienced that. Talk about who was there and what the outcomes 
were. 

This will act as a reminder that you have a story to tell and a context 
and history against which it makes sense. 

Pray for a boldness to speak of your faith experiences and for a 
reminder that God places people in communities for the good of us 
and of his Gospel. 
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Witness From Around the District 

Revd Andrew King tells his story: 

MY BOOTIFUL FAITH 

From being a young child, God was always a part of my life. It wasn’t that 
my parents were regular church goers, and I didn’t go to Sunday School to 
the disappointment of my grandparents. Nanny said that Sunday School was 
not like normal school, but I hated going to school and I said, ‘why should I 
also go on a Sunday morning if I don’t have to?’ If only it was called Sunday 
Club – I’m sure my response would have been different!  
 
I treasured my first Bible which my father would read to me at bedtime. 
Even as a very young child these stories seemed to make sense to me, 
especially the stories of Jesus – what he said, what he did, and in a childlike 
way I accepted that these things had to be; which led to Jesus' death on 
Good Friday  - and I believed that he rose again. 
  
I was helped by Christian school teachers, one of whom, Mrs Reynolds later 
was my Local Preacher’s tutor. I was fourteen when I started going to church 
with my grandparents. My call to faith came in a very quiet personal way. I 
felt then that I needed God and I needed to know more about him. The 
following summer was Mission England, and Billy Graham came to speak in 
Norwich. I had no idea what to expect from the event, but when the time 
came to make a commitment it was as if the Lord Jesus was standing behind 
me compelling me to go forward. So I did. 
  
At Sixth Form College I was helped by being in a 20+ strong Christian Union. 
Young and enthusiastic, I started Local Preacher studies at seventeen; yet 
my faith was more than believing in a personal God who saves us. I saw that 
faith in Christ made a big difference in what was going on in the world. So 
when I studied A level Sociology (as well as History & RE) I would argue that 
Religion was a source of good.  

This faith helped me in testing times when I first started work at Norwich 
Union at the age of 18. My first boss was a bully and, being young and 
naïve, I challenged him over the things I felt were wrong. He was a man 
who was going to make my pay and I guess I came close to dismissal. He 
wanted to break me, and he would have done if I didn’t have my faith. 
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To my amazement, the church accepted me for the Methodist Ministry and I 
was the youngest student at Wesley House when I arrived to train in 
September 1994.  
I went with the support of my home Circuit in Great Yarmouth & Gorleston.  
It is to those who encouraged me and supported me to offer for the 
ministry, that I owe a great debt of thanks - and also for their continuing 
prayers up to this day. 

I’ve been a minister for 22 years now. There have been hard times in the 
ministry to which God has called me, both in Essex and now in Norfolk.  
God has had to humble me when I felt that I knew best – and has gently and 
clearly led me back to his way. Like all of us, there are times when I know 
that I should do more for God and others - and perhaps opportunities were 
lost…  Yet so often God has lead me to be in the right place at the right 
time. God given opportunities! 
  
My ideas have hopefully matured with age; still my commitment to Christ is 
undiminished. I’m a proud Norfolk man, and like many others from this 
bootiful county appear not to have travelled too far in my 50 years of 
living.  

Yet I have found deeply humbling my experiences of travelling overseas-  to 
India and especially in visiting my friend’s home Dalit village, and being so 
overwhelmed by their love, hospitality and generosity from some of the 
poorest people in the world and in seeing the vibrancy of their worship and 
love of God. 
  
Jesus came to give life in all its fullness and these words are my motto. 
With God, I do look forward to each new day.  
God has always been there for me.  
He’s never let me down in the past and will not in the future 
  
Andrew King.     
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Lent 3     Tell Me the Story! 
Gathering  5-10 minutes 

Whose biography have you read recently or seen advertised?  
What is the appeal of knowing their story? 

Pray & Worship      10  minutes 

Sing a hymn or a song which tells the story of Jesus’ saving love. 

Pray   
 1. Prayers of acclamation for all God is. 
 2. Prayers of celebration for all God does. 
 3. For a bigger faith in God’s power for redemption. 
 4. For greater confidence. 
 5. For a church which is obedient to the plans of God. 
 6. For your minister and church leadership. 

For Your Consideration 50 minutes     

Acts 22:11-25  
Please read it aloud from the Bible of your choice.  

Note where the text differs significantly between the versions.  
It can be helpful for understanding to have a few different translations 
to hand, but try not to let the differences in the text become a 
hindrance to your conversations and thinking. 

Philip was one of the seven deacons, chosen by the Apostles and was a 
prayerful and Godly witness to the power of God for Salvation through 
Jesus. This unusual story told by Luke has an Old Testament feel to it as we 
see Philip moving according to the direction of the Spirit - through divine 
prompting to be in a particular place at a specific time. It may be that this 
reminds you of Elijah’s ministry and you could look this up in 1 Kings 17 and 
onwards into 2 Kings 2. God is the same God and is still speaking to his 
people, asking them to respond to his prompting in order to accomplish 
some good purpose. 

Think about and share stories of times that you have felt prompted by 
God to do something at a particular time.  
If you followed that prompting, how did it work out? 
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The church’s growth as we see it described by Luke in Acts is both amazing 
and daunting for those of us living in small faith communities where we see 
more people leaving church than joining it. You may well be aware of places 
where the Church is expanding at an astonishing pace and want to pause 
now to give thanks to God for those places… 

David Cook summarises Luke’s account of the early church in this way; 
Luke has been careful to give us a numerical record of the gospel’s 
growth: three thousand in Acts 2:41, five thousand in 4:4. A rapid 
increase in numbers in 6:7, crowds listening to Philip in 8:6. And yet in 
this environment of multiple growth, Luke turns the spotlight on just one 
man (8:26-40). By doing so, he counters our tendency to be so carried 
away with the corporate dimension that we forget that God deals with 
each person individually. Each one is precious to God. P 145  

Think together about the ways in which it is in the individual stories that 
the good news of God’s Love is made real.  

Whose stories have inspired you? 

Compare the impressiveness of ‘big numbers of Christians’ with the 
impressiveness of a well-told ‘story of salvation’. 

Remember that the context of Luke’s telling is that the church was growing, 
but also that the people who were part of it each have their own story. 
God’s blessing was on the early church and also on the people who were 
working hard as evangelists and missionaries in their local context. 

We are part of this inheritance. We are part of the many who belong to the 
worldwide church and have a responsibility to equip ourselves as disciples 
and missionaries. 

Philip was called to speak confidently to the Ethiopian Eunuch about Jesus. 
God gave him both the opportunity and the means to extend the hope found 
in the Gospel. Arguably, it is Philip who first extends the mission to the 
Gentile people - at God’s prompting. 

Look closely at the text (32-24) which Luke quotes from Isaiah 53.  
This is from Isaiah’s Servant Song.  
Talk about its meaning and also its implications as you react to it. 
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FF Bruce draws attention to the way that Philip has a confidence and clarity 
about the message he was to bring to the Ethiopian. Sitting alongside him in 
his chariot; 

Philip found no difficulty, nor did he hesitate between a number of 
alternative answers the prophet himself might not have known, but now 
the prophecy had come true, Philip knew “and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news of Jesus”. RSV p189  

Philip’s context for understanding this Old Testament prophecy is through 
the lens of Jesus’ Death and Resurrection. It makes perfect sense to him 
that Jesus is the one to whom Isaiah refers. We may well agree with 
Peterson who asserts: 

Philip explained the passage from Isaiah 53 to him in Christological terms 
and the Ethiopian was baptised… p291 

Talk about the importance of having a clear understanding of who Jesus 
is and what he has done for us. 

How do we become equipped to talk about Jesus with confidence? 

Talk about this as you think about the importance of: 
The Bible 
The Ethiopian was reading the Scriptures and needed an informed 
explanation 

Practise  
Philip would have made this part of his life and regularly shared with others 
about Jesus. 

Deliberate Learning  
You can’t talk with confidence about what you don’t know.  
How can you be more deliberate in learning about Jesus and about the 
Scriptures?  

How can members of your group or church help you with this? 

Being in a fellowship group  
where things of faith are regularly discussed. 
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Reflection & Refreshment  25 minutes     

Over a cup of tea or coffee, with a good biscuit in hand; consider, 
discuss and pray through the following: 

We can easily become of the opinion that mission and evangelism is 
someone else’s job or at least, someone else’s responsibility. This might 
be because it could leave us exposed and vulnerable as we share the 
important truths that shape our lives and fuel our souls. David Cook 
offers considerable challenge and insight to us about this. We may have 
concluded that we simply must not bother people with the gospel, but 
there is an onus on us that cannot be ignored - that even in Acts, God is 
the orchestrator of mission and of response. Even today, God is the 
same and his purposes will be revealed through the careful listening of 
his people. There will still be divine promptings and sendings of people 
to share good news. We need to find and to use our words for the good 
of those who do not yet know the saving love of Jesus. The Ethiopian 
wanted to know about the person of Jesus. God will lend us his own 
courage to share our words. To those who would be passive about their 
responsibility, Cook says that; 

This incident refutes the attitude that says, ‘God is sovereign, let 
him do the work of evangelism’. When William Carey expressed his 
desire to serve in India, he received the response, ‘Young man, sit 
down. When God pleases to convert the heathen he will do it without 
your help or mine.’ 
Nor does God, calling on Philip to explain the Scriptures to the 
Ethiopian, allow the following sentiment to remain unchallenged - ‘I 
let my life do the talking’. The Bible knows no such thing as a silent 
Christian. P 149 

Looking again at the passage in Acts 8:26-38… 

Talk about God’s role in the mission of the church 

Your role in God’s mission 

The inspiration of the Holy Spirit in evangelism 

God’s provision for meetings & conversations 

Pray together for greater clarity in hearing the call of God to both go 
and to share in divinely appointed meetings.  
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Witness From Around the District 

Revd Derek Grimshaw tells his story: 

DISCIPLES ARE JUST ORDINARY PEOPLE 

Growing up during the sixties and seventies I found myself frequently sitting 
and listening to testimonies which invariably told of the ‘out of control life’ 
the teller had lived and how they had come to faith and turned their lives 
around, I was amazed and impressed. The problem was that I was a good 
boy.  

My parents were both very active in the local Methodist Chapel and my 
brother and I had been brought up with very strong Christian values. I 
wondered for a while if it would be worth being really bad, so that God 
could ‘turn my life around’ - which today sounds both naïve and incredibly 
sad.  

During my teenage years, I would have loved to be able to say ‘on such and 
such a day, I gave my life to Christ,’ but in truth, my journey has never 
been a Damascus Road experience. Faith has been a gradual process and I 
believe that all these years later I continue to be a work in progress. 

I have always envied those who have impressive stories to tell and I tend to 
sit and think, ‘I’m just an ordinary bloke, who’d be interested in my story?’ 
But then, I guess that I am by no means in the minority and have stood 
alongside lots of people who would say, ‘nobody would be interested in my 
story’, and I think that maybe we are wrong.   
 
I am perhaps where I am because of ordinary people. When my father died 
in 1985, I felt that I needed to respond in some way and asked for a note to 
preach as a gift to him. I had worked as a Sunday School teacher since my 
early teens, had run a youth club in our local Church, had met Karen my 
wife at MAYC London Weekend, had been JMA secretary and held office in 
the Local Church and in the Bradford Woodhouse Grove Circuit. 

The late 1980s were incredibly challenging years for Karen and I. Our eldest 
daughter Laura lived for just sixteen hours. It was, without doubt, the most 
painful thing either of us had experienced. Within another three years, my 
mum and Karen’s dad had both died, I’d been made redundant twice, the 
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house had been broken into three times and we’d had the car stolen twice - 
it being recovered damaged each time.   
Life was not all bad; my career developed, and we had a further two girls, 
both fit and healthy. Karen developed a successful Childminding business 
and life seemed good. 

During a Methodist Guild holiday in Cornwall in 1982 I felt a nagging calling 
to work in youth ministry. I remember sitting on Porthcurno Beach chatting 
to an elderly man who was the host for the week. He advised me to get 
some life experience under my belt.  Eighteen years later, I was working in 
logistics management and doing a job I absolutely loved.   

I’d had a nagging feeling for a few years that God was calling me to 
ministry. There had been times when I’d considered my calling as an exit 
route when things weren’t going well, so I decided that I had nothing to 
lose.  

I prayed long and hard and in September 2000 I spoke with my minister. I 
couldn’t see how God could use an ordinary bloke, with a fistful of average 
CSE qualifications which were now twenty five years old.  
I thought I’d be too old, too thick and of no use to the Church.   

Nearly twenty years on, I’m still muddling my way through my faith journey 
and am learning huge amounts from ordinary people, who think that their 
story isn’t worth telling.   

I thank God that so many of his disciples are just ordinary people, with 
ordinary stories to tell. 

Derek Grimshaw 
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Lent 4     Transformed in the Telling  
Gathering  5-10 minutes 

Talk about conversations you didn’t want to have. It might have been 
with a colleague or friend or with a stranger on the bus… What made it 
easier/harder? How did you feel afterwards? Share your stories. 

Pray & Worship      10  minutes 

Sing a hymn or a song which declares the victory of God.  

Pray   
 1. Prayers celebrating the vast love of God. 
 2. Prayers rejoicing in the grace of God. 
 3. Prayers to declare your openness to God’s prompting. 
 4. Prayers for God to prepare you for a new challenge. 
 5. That you would be a church which is willing to share the gospel. 
 6. For all members of your group, giving thanks for them. 

For Your Consideration 50 minutes     

Acts 10:30-44  
Please read it aloud from the Bible of your choice.  

Note where the text differs significantly between the versions.  
It can be helpful for understanding to have a few different translations 
to hand, but try not to let the differences in the text become a 
hindrance to your conversations and thinking. 
   
This is an account of Peter who is transformed in both temperament and 
tradition and I like him! No longer bound up by the need to ‘do things 
properly’ and no longer with a risk-averse approach to following God’s 
divine promptings, we see instead a bright and adventurous Apostle who is 
willing to be taught and to try out the implications of that teaching in new 
contexts in pursuit of sharing the Gospel as Jesus commanded him. 

Peter takes all the Divine prompting and teaching that he has received and 
uses it. He is a devout Jew but will not allow this to limit the scope of the 
gospel of grace. He is speaking God’s word, but will not be worshipped. He 
is courteous to and mindful of Cornelius and his household as he brings 
God’s word to them. 
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Talk about the changes in Peter and remind yourself of the times when 
he was slow to be taught, unwilling to apply the lessons, elitist and set in 
his ways. 

What made the difference?  

What one word could you use to describe your own current level of 
willingness to do as God asks… You don’t need to share this one unless 
you want to! 

Luke focuses in on Peter and Cornelius for this account. There are other 
people there, but the interaction is with the man who has sent for the 
Apostle and the Apostle himself. There is a sharing of stories: Cornelius 
gives his account of the Divine messenger in 30-32 which confirms for Peter 
that indeed God has intentions that go beyond the Jewish people, as shown 
in 34-35; I now see that God does not show favouritism but accepts from 
every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. NIV ™ 

Talk about how you get to know new people.  
Who is the last new friend you made?  

How did you learn to trust them? 

How might the local church apply Peter’s statement in 34-35 when new 
people join or visit? 

Peter is using language that reminds us of the Covenant that God made with 
his people (see for example; Psalm 103:17-18). Peter is acknowledging that 
the boundaries of God’s salvation are no longer limited by belonging to the 
Jewish people but are still dependent on an acknowledgement of who God 
is and appropriate responses to that in following him with integrity. The 
Divine encounter which led to Cornelius inviting Peter to his home was only 
the beginning, as Peterson observes; 

Nevertheless, as a believer in the God of special revelation, he still 
needed to hear the gospel and trust in Jesus as the Messiah to experience 
the blessings of the New Covenant. He was not converted from idolatry 
or a dissolute life, but when he came to understand the significance of 
Jesus and his ministry it changed his life dramatically. P 335 
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Talk about the necessity of personal conversations in God’s salvation 
stories.  

Who helped you to ‘understand the significance of Jesus and his 
ministry’? 

As Peterson points out, Cornelius is already a good man, but this alone is not 
his salvation. The ‘dramatic change in his life’ comes after he has heard the 
gospel and allowed its significance to affect his life. 

For long-time church goers and church members of great experience, there 
can still be a disconnect between having heard about Jesus and ‘coming to 
understand the significance of Jesus and his ministry’ in order that it might 
‘change your life dramatically’. 

For some of us, our ‘doorstep people’ will be the ones to whom we are 
sent… The ones you have yet to establish a relationship with at church, the 
people who come to your coffee morning…  

What could it mean for your ordinary, un-idolatrous life to be changed 
dramatically…  

For your confidence in God? 

For your response to God’s commandments? 

For your willingness to share the gospel? 

Reflection & Refreshment  25 minutes     

Over a cup of tea or coffee, and a generous plate of biscuits; 
consider, discuss and pray through the following: 

The Apostolic Preaching… 
Look at and talk about Peter’s sermon in verses 36-43.  

Peter begins with the assertion that this message and it’s consequent impact 
is for everyone. ‘Jesus is Lord of all’ v 36.Peter invites Cornelius - and of 
course his household - into the salvation story.  
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Cornelius wants to know ‘everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us’ 
v 33. The gospel message is the witness that Peter carries to the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It talks about the power of the Holy Spirit 
to assign ministry and authority. It tells of the human need for forgiveness 
and the power of God to raise up what humans have destroyed - ‘the 
pointed contrast between men’s treatment of the Christ and God’s 
treatment of him.’ P 228 Bruce. 

Nowhere in this account does it say that Cornelius and his family were 
‘rotten sinners in need of salvation’, and yet God had made his plan for 
salvation possible through his own Divine messages and through the 
obedience and witness of both Cornelius and the Apostle Peter. This maybe 
helps us to understand the importance of the human task of Christian 
evangelism within today’s society. God prompts, but part of God’s plan has 
always been a human witness and a human response to him. 

Do we all have some responsibility for ‘preaching’?  

What might this look like? 

John Stott describes Peter’s message as a ‘précis of the good news’ and goes 
on to outline the importance of Peter’s content and style; 

Focussing on Jesus, Peter presented him as a historical person, in and 
through whom God was savingly at work, who now offered to believers 
salvation and escape from judgment. 
Thus history, theology and gospel were again combined, as in other 
apostolic sermons. As Cornelius, his family, relatives, friends and servants 
listened, their hearts were opened to grasp and believe Peter’s message, 
and so to repent and believe in Jesus. P 192 

Is there an ‘opportune moment’ or is any moment the right one? 

Pray together about the importance of ‘timing’ in sharing the gospel with 
other people.  

We are witnesses to the gospel when we are able to share more than a 
personal narrative or anecdote.  
Look at how Stott describes Luke’s account of Peter’s witness.  

Talk and pray together about how you will prepare to share the ‘Jesus 
saves’ part of your story. 
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Witness From Around the District 

Aileen Fox tells her story: 

GOD IS GOOD TO ME 
Brought up in a Christian home, I followed a well-trodden path of attending 
Sunday School.  It was however the  Girls’ Brigade Captain who was a real 
inspiration, and who encouraged me in my faith journey.     
Through Girls’ Brigade I went to the Keswick Convention and also camps in 
Devon.  I was encouraged to lead a Youth Fellowship and met my future 
husband there.  He and I became Boys’ Brigade Officers and continued in 
the local Church.  As we were preparing to move to Norfolk there was a 
gentle prompting from God to consider Local Preaching.  This was shelved 
as we moved but the niggle kept on, so that eventually I gave in and whilst 
it took me 5 years, I made it. 

I never had a real Damascus Road experience - it  was ordinary Christian 
people who encouraged me.  There were doors gently opening and often 
some closing, I am not always good at listening to when it is time to move 
on.   

I felt the call to Presbyteral ministry as a Minister in Local appointment but 
was not successful. It was a very difficult time; study and redundancy not 
helping.  After my last Foundation weekend and feeling very emotional, I 
flew to Russia for my brother-in-law’s wedding.  Roger and I wandered into 
an Orthodox Church near our hotel and heard the most wonderful 
unaccompanied singing.  We returned several times and the music was 
soothing and healing.   
 
God was showing me love and comfort through a different tradition.   
I continued trying to serve taking on jobs within the Church and struggling 
through redundancies.  Ironically a lot of the things I learned through job 
searching, and redundancy were to prove invaluable as District Lay 
Employment Secretary.    
God doesn’t waste anything. 

2011 was a huge challenge. My Mum’s death in January, trying to keep an 
eye on my Dad a 100 miles away, and seeing Roger becoming very tired.   
10 days after a wonderful holiday he died aged 56 in a car accident caused, 
it is believed, by his undiagnosed illness of narrowing of the arteries.   
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God was with me throughout. He gave me Police Liaison officers who went 
in search of my minister (it was his day off), met my daughter late at night 
from the train even though their shift had ended.   
The love and care of  the Church family supporting me and feeling God’s 
love, all gave me courage to live alone for the very first time in my life.  
I have  learned late in life that listening is very important. Once back at  
work as a prison chaplain, I was helped by colleagues and prisoners alike to 
grieve but also function..   

Eight years have passed since then and life has moved on. I know I am too 
busy. I still miss the one to one contact with people in the prison, but I 
continue to try and listen and obey God.  Once more there are gently 
nudges. 

In December 2018 ,my then Minister (Rev Andrew King) ,asked me to take a 
short service in a care home which is mainly for people with dementia, as  
he had a funeral to take.  
I have limited experience of dementia, but went in and with the help of 
visual aids took a short service.  Later Revd. Andrew mentioned that he was 
unsure what would happen here when he moved on.  In a flash I knew what 
to say, ‘I will do it’!  There was no thinking about it, I just knew this was 
where I needed to be.   
I go in once a month and I am learning all the time.  Learning to smile and 
carry on when a resident tells me to shut up; to laugh when the music for 
pass the parcel (celebration theme of birthdays and being special) is ‘She’ll 
be coming round the mountain’, and everyone breaks into song singing ‘Aye 
Aye yippee, yippee Aye’, so that you struggle to stop laughing in order to 
get the message out and have a prayer.  Gently prising your nativity crib 
away from a resident who thinks it’s hers.  Going to the resident who is 
blind to let her feel the crib or the parcel or whatever I have used.  Seeing 
in them that they are loved by God, the simple joy of laughter, and singing 
well known hymns.  I come away feeling their love, and my understanding 
of what carers go through, and such a cruel disease.  

I am aware that through ups and downs God uses you. He knows you inside 
out and what you can do.   
I never expected to be leading worship with people suffering from 
Dementia.   
I am reminded every time of God’s love for them and for me.   
It’s a privilege and a reminder that God can use us all to share the gospel. 

Aileen Fox 
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Lent 5     The Witness of the Cross 
Gather ing  5-10 minutes 

Tell each other your favourite stories from the life of your worshipping 
community. ‘The time when…’ 
 
What has kept these stories in your memory?  

Pray & Worship      10  minutes 

Sing a hymn or a song which focusses on the Cross of Jesus.  

Pray   
 1. Prayers of sorrow for the brokenness of the world. 
 2. Prayers of acknowledgement for our part in that brokenness.  
 3. Prayers of thanksgiving for the Cross. 
 4. Prayers of trust in Jesus’ saving love for you. 
 5. For the conversations and fellowship you will share in. 
 6. For your local church and your minister/leader. 

For Your Consideration 50 minutes     

Acts 13:26-42  
Please read it aloud from the Bible of your choice.  

Note where the text differs significantly between the versions.  
It can be helpful for understanding to have a few different translations 
to hand, but try not to let the differences in the text become a 
hindrance to your conversations and thinking.  

Paul reminds people of what they know about God and helps them to join 
the dots to see the pattern of God’s grace in the face of human frailty and 
failure. Paul’s first words (13:26) are ones that link all the people together. 
He finds the unifying element, which is that God’s message of salvation is to 
all the people present. 

Together, devise a statement that similarly describes and unifies your 
group or your local church. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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As Paul speaks ‘a word of exhortation’ (15) to the people of Pisidian 
Antioch, he draws together the things that they already know: the 
Wanderings, the Judges and the call for a King. However, Paul will now 
shine the light of God’s grace which runs through that history. Where people 
bring destruction and irreparable damage, God will raise up and bring good 
that surpasses all destruction.  
Talk together about why this method would be an effective way of 
involving the people in the ongoing work of God. 

As you shine the light of God’s grace on either your own life, or the life 
of your local church, where can you see God’s grace ‘bringing good’? 

Paul makes many speeches during Acts. Some are in defence of his actions 
as he speaks to preserve his life; others such as this one to the people of 
Pisidian Antioch are evangelistic and filled with good news for salvation 
rather than expounding facts for education.  
The theologians call this the ‘Apostolic kerygma’.  
There are parallels with Peter’s speech or sermon in Acts 2, which you can 
look up and read alongside this to see the similarities- at least in style. 
Some critics say that the similarities between Paul, Peter and even 
Stephen’s speeches in Acts owe more to Luke’s hand than their voices, but 
there are plenty of compelling reasons to understand why each of these 
men who had met with the Risen Jesus and had their lives transformed by 
his saving grace would want others to experience the power of God in their  
own lives and so ‘preached for conversion’. 

Discuss among yourselves the different ways in which we talk about the 
work of God. 
Why is ‘preaching for conversion’ as necessary as preaching for 
understanding? 

The cross is necessary for Salvation. 
The death that humans bring can only be surpassed by the life that God 
brings. 

How does Paul talk about the work of the cross? (28-31) 
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The cross is death.  Look at verse 30 for the finality of Jesus' death. In some 
versions of the Bible (have a look at NRSV) it reads; ‘they took him down 
from the tree’ rather than the cross.  
Peterson helps us to understand this distinctive description; 

As in 5:30 and 10:39, this word is apparently used to stress both the 
shameful nature of Jesus’ death and its penal character (cf Dt 21:22-23; 
Gal 3:13-14; 1 Pet 2:24). 
Linked with the offer of forgiveness of sins through Jesus (vv 38-39), this 
suggests that his death was the vicarious atonement which made possible 
the inauguration of the New Covenant. P390  

It is worth looking up the references in order to more fully understand 
why Paul would choose this term here.  

Pisidian Antioch is in Galatia, and Paul will write to the Church in Galatia 
later, making the reference to ‘tree’ or ‘pole’ (NIV) clear: It is a punishment 
that shows the person being ‘cursed’. 

Talk about the cross in these terms.  
How comfortable are you with talking about Jesus like this?  

Why could it have been useful to Paul’s hearers to look at the witness of 
the cross in this way? 

Reflection & Refreshment  25 minutes     

Over a hearty and restorative cup of tea or coffee, and something tasty- 
like a hot cross bun- to sustain you; consider, discuss and pray through 
the following: 

God deals even with the ending of life; punishment and guilt of people.  
He spoke it in the Law and Prophets and then realised in in Jesus. 

The cross is the witness - the marker of God’s great power.  
He will save.  
God’s initiative is grace. 
Before we believe, he dies. Before we believe he is resurrected.  
That is his story. We may enter in or not, but the cross stands there as a 
witness to the power of God for salvation.  
The cross is not the message of death, but the route to salvation. 

Pray for each other as you approach the cross of Jesus again this Good 
Friday. May the witness of the cross transform your story. 
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Witness From Around the District 

Revd Matthew Olanrewaju tells his story: 

AN ORDINARY WITNESS 
I was born in Balham, South London as the third child of five, and into a 
Christian home. 

My parents were both educated and work in London and when we moved to 
Teddington I was baptised at St Peter and St Paul Anglican Church. Since 
then attendances in Church services and Sunday school are non-negotiable, 
period.  

My family later returned to Nigeria. I continued my education in Nigeria and 
completed my GCSE and A levels. I had an admission to return to England to 
study Law at Guildford. One night however, during the intervening weeks I 
had a dream which changed my life. 

My Dream 

In my dream I saw three of my friends and I walking abreast on a bridge and 
just before we approached the end of the bridge there was lightning and 
thunder as if it was signifying imminent of rain. I then realised surprisingly 
that the bridge we were walking on had broken into 2 parts and I was now 
in the waters alone. 

I looked up to see where my friends were, and I noticed that they were safe 
on the bridge walking away without looking back. I struggled to keep afloat, 
but was just managing. However, as the tide arose my strength to keep 
swimming and to fight the tide began to wane. I realised that I was 
perishing in the waters and my friends were walking away to the distance. 

As I was drowning, I summoned all courage and strength to shout, and I 
called out for the name of Jesus. I shouted and cried out, calling on Jesus 
for help and immediately a small hand appeared, like a hand that belongs 
to a child, but when I looked to see whose hand it was, I could not raise my 
head backwards enough to see. The more I tried to look the less I saw. I 
tried to reach this little hand, but I couldn’t, but the more I reached out to 
grab this little hand the less I could reach. The little hand stretched out and 
picked me up from the waters, in the same way a mother would pick up a 
needle to begin sewing a child’s torn garment. 
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I was safely put back on that broken bridge, but on the opposite side to 
which my friends were now far walking away. I looked up at my friends and I 
felt that I had been put on the wrong side. I tried to join my friends, but 
the little hand had gone. I began to walk away towards what now looked 
like a different road. There was no longer a bridge and the road looked 
clear and there were now people looking and talking to each other.  

I woke up drenched in water and knew that was my own sweat. 

All Change 

I went to the School Chapel that morning and as I arrived the Chaplain, an 
Irish Roman Catholic Priest called me and asked if I could help with the 
collection of offering during that service as the school Chapel prefect who 
normally did the collection was not coming. After the service, the Chaplain 
asked to speak to me in his office. I went along and he asked me if I would 
consider becoming a priest.  

During the holidays I went to my local Methodist Church with my family as 
always and I spoke to the Minister after the service. 

I began local preaching and also began the process of offering myself for 
the Ordained Ministry. I went to Immanuel College and was ordained. I have 
since become an ordinary witness for Christ and since 1986 God has taken 
me to 5 different continents to continue to share in his ministry and story 
for the world. I am truly humbled and privileged to have been asked to 
witness for Christ at all anywhere. I have shared in God’s story with people 
in The Falklands Islands, Germany, Turkey, Cyprus, USA, England, Nigeria, 
Scotland and many more places still to come. 

That eventful day, after my dream, things changed in my life. My plan to go 
to Guildford was realised, not to study law; but to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ my Lord and Saviour.  

I didn’t need to defend the people in law courts when God wants me to 
defend them in prayers within the ordinariness of a witnessing community. 

Matthew Olanrewaju 
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Lent 6     We Are Witnesses 
Gathering  5-10 minutes 

What are your favourite Easter traditions?  
It could be the Good Friday service, the Easter egg hunt or the double 
bank holiday, the Easter Lunch or the simnel cake… Maybe some of your 
favourites aren’t around any more and you have some photos you could 
show your group… 

Pray & Worship      10  minutes 

Sing a hymn or a song which declares the Good News of Easter.  

Pray   
 1. Prayers of thanksgiving for the resurrection. 
 2. Prayers of hope for the world. 
 3. For a bigger faith in God’s saving love. 
 4. For confidence to tell the story of God’s power. 
 5. For a church which is full of missional intention. 
 6. For your minister or pastor. 

For Your Consideration 50 minutes     

Acts 2:22-32 & Luke 24:1-12 
Please read these passages aloud from the Bible of your choice.  

Note where the text differs significantly between the versions.  
It can be helpful for understanding to have a few different translations 
to hand, but try not to let the differences in the text become a 
hindrance to your conversations and thinking. 
   
The account of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection is the story which informs 
Pentecost and indeed, the whole of the Acts of the Apostles. 
John Stott draws our attention to this; 

As Peter summons the ‘men of Israel’ to ‘listen to him’, his first words 
are ‘Jesus of Nazareth’, and he goes on to tell the story of Jesus in six 
stages. P 75  

These six stages are how we witness.  
Mark the stages in your bible or note the verse numbers below… 
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We may not use every stage all in the same conversation, but they are key 
to sharing the Good News. The good news is that we have assistance in this 
- our words don’t have to stand alone as Peter showed us as he referred to 
the Scriptures in Acts 2. 
Peter was at ease using the scriptures, in this case Psalm 16 to demonstrate 
that it was fulfilled in Jesus. This gave weight to his words and served to 
support his own eye-witness, or personal testimony to Jesus’ resurrection. 
Stott, in his commentary on Acts goes on to say; 

Scripture bears witness to Christ, especially to his death, resurrection 
and world wide mission. That is its character and purpose. Jesus himself 
said so both before and after his resurrection. P 76  

Look up Psalm 16 and talk about how it is seen as fulfilled in Jesus.  
 
Are there other parts of the Old Testament which you can easily see link 
to Jesus’ life, death and resurrection? 

Peter refers to the ‘we’ as those who gathered together and waited for the 
Sending of the Holy Spirit. They had been witnesses to the risen Jesus who 
had appeared to them during that time. It is at this point that we are 
reminded of the day of resurrection. Heartbreak and despair had been 
heavy upon the faithful from Friday and through the Sabbath. Peter’s stages 
of witness always remind us that Jesus was killed by the Romans… FF Bruce 
makes his comment on vv22-24 that; 

It was the chief-priestly leaders of the people who engineered His death; 
it was the Jerusalem mob, egged on by those leaders who yelled “Crucify 
him!” But all who took part directly or indirectly, in putting him to death 
were unconsciously fulfilling “the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God”. P 70 

Those who killed him would be ones who demonstrated the need for the 
saviour. The unjust route to death would be turned over by God who will 
raise him to life. The message of the resurrection is unwarranted grace. In 
Jerusalem, the crowd gathers and hears Peter bear witness to God’s love for 
the world and the power of Jesus Christ to forgive (God alone can forgive 
sins) and make new. 

Talk about the way that God is bigger than our earthly concerns and has 
brought about a turnaround in your life. 
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The witness to the resurrection itself is where Peter ties the group who have 
waited into the story of Jesus. He declares that, “We are all witnesses of it” 
v32. 

This sends us back to Luke’s own gospel account in 24:1-12. It begins after 
the Sabbath when a group of women went to the tomb and they notably 
included, Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Mary, mother of James. Up till now, 
the women have been largely bit-players in the gospel. They have been 
present and received grace from Jesus but now they are pioneers. 

Follow through in your Bible as you see the stages of their journey to 
revelation from 23:55-24:11. 

The women had gone to do a job, to fulfil a necessary task. Talk about 
the risk to them as they deliberately set out to tend to Jesus’ body. 

They receive a divine revelation which causes them to move out of their 
grief and to ‘remember’. The divine revelation is an important part in the 
story that they tell. It is very much rooted in their own religious tradition 
and in some respects is like Paul’s encounter on the road to Damascus where 
he was stopped in his thinking and acting by the resurrected Jesus. 
Talk about how we can talk about divine promptings as part of our own 
story without sounding odd. 

Have we started to miss the moments when God speaks? Remember, not 
everyone ‘hears’ from God in the same way - look at how Peter is the 
only one who responds to the women’s witness. 

The women; Joanna, Mary and Mary as well as Paul, Philip, Peter have 
different stories to tell. We too have different stories and different types of 
stories. The key to witness is that we tell our story with purpose. Not 
everyone will believe us - or even be interested in our story. Indeed, some 
may well ridicule us openly. This is where fellowship is a necessary part of 
our kit.  
Talk together about how you can support each other in sharing your 
stories. 
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For the women, it was words of Jesus and the appearing of the angel.  
For Peter, it was the message the women brought that triggered his faith. 

What are the reminders of faith that open you up to receiving the Good 
News of Jesus’ resurrection? 

Reflection & Refreshment  25 minutes     

Over a hearty and restorative cup of tea or coffee, and a post Easter 
chocolate bunny, consider, discuss and pray through the following: 

We are a church of many stories which describe One Faith.  
Our stories all meet together in Jesus who meets us at the empty tomb. 

What importance is there in being part of the people of whom Peter 
says; ‘We all are witnesses’? 

Acts 2, like Luke 24 shows what the church must look like post-resurrection: 
Not in what we must wear or where we may sit, but in purpose. 

What is the purpose of your local church?  

How might you encourage each other to tell the stories of Jesus and you? 

Making disciples begins with an introduction.  
The apostolic preaching was one which: 
a. made a connection with some one,  
b. gave them a tiny story of Jesus  
c. and then spoke about the experience God’s saving love in their life. 

Go and do likewise 

With love and blessings. 

Pray for each other and for your local community.  
May you all become friends in fellowship with Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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Witness From Around the District 

Revd Colin Smith tells his story: 

THE GOD OF SURPRISES  
  
I was brought up in the Anglican tradition, mostly the Welsh Anglican 
tradition, with a few years in a Congregational Church Sunday school.  In 
1981 I had to go to London to study for a year and at the last minute I had 
no accommodation arranged.  A friend told me that there was a Methodist 
hostel for young people in Muswell Hill in north London.  He told me I 
wouldn’t like it, but it would be better than nowhere.  The rules they sent 
me were a bit off putting but I didn’t have much choice.  
  
In fact, Chester House, was a great place to live.  There were students from 
all over the world and I made life-time friends.  I started going to the local 
Anglican Church but didn’t like it.  It was very upper middle class, and it 
was when I was introduced to someone called ‘Jolyon’ that I decided to try 
the Methodist Church.  
  
I enjoyed going there and was warmly welcomed.  One couple, in particular, 
took me under their wings and initiated me into Methodism.  Attending a 
housegroup was also a very important thing.  I decided to stay in London for 
a few years (I have spent 27 years of my adult life there) and about 18 
months after I started attending Muswell Hill Methodist the minister came 
to see me to ask me to be a church steward.  I said I wasn’t a Methodist and 
the minister replied that this wasn’t a problem.  I became a church member 
and a church steward at the same time.  This means I have never ever been 
without office and responsibilities in the Methodist Church.  It was tough 
being a steward with such little experience.  
  
Two years after this the minister rang me and said that he thought that I 
had said I would like to be a local preacher.  I said I certainly hadn’t, but he 
replied come to the meeting next week anyway.  I became a preacher 
within 18 months as the minister was then leaving.  We used proper 
textbooks, sat exams and met as a group.  The former President, Micky 
Youngson, was a member of the group.  
  
At that time, I was sharing a flat with another Methodist preacher Paul.  His 
life’s ambition was to become a Methodist minister.  The more he talked 
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about it, the more I became interested and was  encouraged by other 
Methodists.  In 1988 we both candidated.  Paul was the perfect candidate 
and was sailing along, while I struggled. But Paul dropped out and I was 
accepted.  During my connexional interview I was asked about one of the 
books on my reading list – Gerard Hughes’ ‘The God of Surprises.’  Though I 
have read it twice I don’t remember much except the title which has always 
stayed with me.  I felt I had experienced the God of Surprises in my life.  
  
I asked to go to Wesley House, Cambridge, for my training but was sent to 
Wesley College, Bristol.  When I arrived at Wesley College, I had to meet all 
the staff.  One of them asked if I was going to do the ‘diploma’.  I didn’t 
know what the diploma was but didn’t like to say.  I had to go and ask 
someone.  I spent a wonderful year on a postgraduate course in the 
Theology department at Bristol University.   
I asked for an inner-city appointment as my probationer appointment, but 
was sent to Hove in Sussex.  I was also a surprise to the good people of 
Hove.  No ordained minister would go there so they sent a probationer.  
Before I started, a new ministerial colleague came up to me and said, ‘They 
will destroy you like every minister before you’.   
With that encouragement I began ministry and Hove was a very successful 
appointment.  
  
The God of Surprises has remained with me since, but this is not an 
autobiography.  The next major surprise will be where I will live in 
retirement!  

God has always been with me and I am glad about all the surprises.  When I 
became minister in Twickenham I never knew there would be an enormously 
successful refugee welcome centre in the Methodist Church Hall.   
We never did ask the church council for permission, just in case.   
I didn’t anticipate becoming such an active participant in local and national 
Methodist Jewish relations when I went to Barnet.   
I didn’t expect to help found a ground-breaking Anglican Methodist 
partnership in East Barnet.   

Everywhere I have been there have been surprises – God given surprises.  
  
Colin Smith  
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